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If you are moving, please update your address 
with us so we can update our records.

Use the forms from the post office, or drop us 
an email at subscribe@pondtrademag.com with 
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Moving? Let Us Know

I read the article about winterizing your fish by Jamie Beyer. The article 
was very informative and touched on many different subjects. I had a ques-
tion about putting a bubbler on the bottom of a pond and about dissolved 
oxygen so I decided to call Jamie. We talked last Sunday for over an hour 
and Jamie answered all my questions and we both came away enthusiastic 
and eager to learn more about our passion: ponds. I hope you can print 
more of his writings in your magazine, his knowledge and character trans-
fer excitement to us as pond retailers. Thank you for your magazine. 

- Timothy Bock, Garden Oaks Specialities

Are you attending an event that you think 
others should know about? 

Are you hosting an event and want more 
people to come? 

Please let us know. We will post events here 
and on our website. Send them to 
pr@pondtrademag.com. 

Letter to the Editor➠
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Publisher’s Perspective

Lora Lee Gelles
Managing Editor

I am proud to announce that as of January first, we 
have a new partner at POND Trade Magazine. Lora 
Lee Gelles has joined our team, taking on the role 

of Managing Editor. She brings a wealth of experience 
in magazine publishing to the team, having worked for a 
major magazine publisher for a number of years prior to 
joining POND Trade full time. Henceforth, she will be 
writing this issue intro, as part of her new role. 

Please welcome Lora Lee Gelles...

Thanks Tom! Kind of feels like I was just handed a 
baton during a race and now it is my turn. Go!

I can’t tell you how excited I am to join the POND 
Trade team and bring some of my experience and ideas 
with me. As Tom stated above, I have worked at a large 

publishing house for years 
and was very involved 
with all aspects of getting 
the magazine organized, 
designed, out the door, and 
on the press. 

You may notice that 
there are a few changes to 
the magazine. Some of the 
graphics have been updated 
for a cleaner, slicker look. 
The goal is to make POND 
Trade very reader-friendly 

so that you look forward to reading the great articles we 
offer each issue. And if the issue ends up rolled up in your 
back pocket and gets a little on-the-job dirt on it, then we 
have done our job!

We have a great issue for you, from pond construction to 
skimmers to iPad use for your business needs, plus a whole 
lot more. We also have a new columnist, Erik Tate from 
The Water Garden, who will be writing a new column 
called PONDer This! for us. 

Please note the photo above, taken at the Water Garden 
Expo in Oklahoma that I was able to attend. And what a 
show it was! Record attendance and so much to see and 
learn. It was nice to meet many of you. Thanks for stopping 
by the booth. Looking forward to meeting many more of 
you as time moves on. 

Request info at www.pondtrademag.com/infocard r #1949 s #1987
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Best Practices Make 
PERFECT

Pond Construction

Indoor water feature 
design & construction best practices
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A tiered pond at Cabela’s (left). A large-scale aquarium (above) showcasing lake trout in their natural habitat.

by Mark Boren, 
Cloward H20 — Engineer, Product Manager

One of the specialities of Cabela’s Outdoor Outfitters 
is providing store visitors the opportunity to enjoy 
a close-up encounter with freshwater aquatic life. 

Cloward H2O has had the privilege of working with Cabela’s 
on 33 in-store aquariums and aquatic life water features over 
the past eight years.

Most recently, Cabela’s and Cloward H20 commissioned 
two new aquariums in January of 2013: one in Columbus, 
Ohio and one in Grandville, Mich. This ongoing collaboration 
has allowed Cloward H2O and Cabela’s the opportunity to 
refine and improve the process, the final product, and the guest 
experience. Over time, this collaborative approach has allowed 
Cloward H2O and Cabela’s to develop some “best practices” 
that may aid you in your next project.

Primary Project Objectives
Project designs and engineering should drive and support 

the primary project objectives. The primary objective of every 
water feature (be it aquarium, stream, pond, or waterfall) is to 
provide visitors and guests a meaningful experience. In the case 
of Cabela’s, it’s a “real life” habitat experience, allowing guests 
to enjoy the beauty of fish in a seemingly natural habitat.

The secondary goal is for guests not to notice everything 
else that went into engineering and creating the water feature 
or habitat itself. That effort — to keep the supporting struc-
tures, mechanical systems, and life support components quietly 

incorporated —  is where the primary project objectives of the 
collaboration between Cloward H2O (who is responsible for 
design and engineering) and Cabela’s pay off.

The Big Picture
One significant key to a successful water feature, pond, or 

aquarium is seeing and engineering with the big picture in mind. 
Successful projects begin when all parties involved collaborate 
and understand what the client wants each visitor or guest to 
experience. Each Cabela’s store is unique and the aquatic life on 
display is native to the surrounding area. The localization of the 
fish and habitat provides store guests the ability to connect with 
the display as they see those same fish in the wild. Before you 
begin your next project, ensure that you and your team know 
exactly what the end goal is. Document your discussion and 
meetings as part of your project communication plan.

Design and Engineer with the End in Mind
The best design and engineering is done with the end in 

mind. Take the necessary time to evaluate the environment, 
the constraints imposed by code or federal and local law (where 
applicable), and the physical space in which the guest will expe-
rience the water feature. Every project is different, regardless of 
whether you have worked with the client before. Even though 
each Cabela’s retail store is similar in layout, aquatic life presen-
tation, water feature design, and engineering, no two final proj-
ects are exactly the same.

For example, it is not uncommon to use a different 
(local) rockwork contractor for each store construction. Even 
though the design and engineering is based on a tried-and-
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true approach (typically a best practice 
established by what has been done in 
other stores), the way the rockwork is 
formed can dramatically impact the way 
a waterfall is formed and the overall flow 
characteristics into the water feature 
and habitat. To address this, Cloward 
H2O and the Cabela’s project team 
provide the rockwork contractor the 
exact amount of water feeding the water-
fall (called flow rate) that is required 
to support the habitat. This allows the 
rockwork contractor to form the water-
fall, meet the artistic requirements, and 
ensure the proper flow rate is achieved to 
support the water feature and the habitat.

Life Support — 
Water Quality

The life support systems 
designed and engineered 
for Cabela’s by Cloward 
H2O use state-of-the-art 
components, each selected 
to ensure a healthy habitat 
and aquatic life support 
system. This attention 
to detail allows the local 
aquarist to focus on the 
fish and not the process or 
the mechanics. Cutting corners, missing 
details, or deviating from the engineer-
ing plan can compromise water quality, 
place the habitat and aquatic life at risk, 
and prove costly.

Resource Management — 
Water, Power, Chemicals

Resource management is a priority for 
every project. The collaboration between 
Cabela’s and Cloward H2O ensures 
that resource management is prioritized. 
This includes the use of water treatment 
(filtration, sanitation, habitat support) 
components and strategies designed to 
minimize the loss of water, optimize the 
use of chemicals, and incorporate power 
management systems and automation 
to minimize energy use. Substituting 
a component specified in the engineer-
ing plan with a different component 

can potentially introduce unforeseen 
impacts to the entire system. In order to 
safeguard the habitat and fish, Cloward 
H2O requests that all contractor equip-
ment shop drawings be submitted and 

approved by the Cloward H2O Project 
Manager prior to installation. This 
ensures that the planning and effort 
spent designing and engineering the life 
support system is not compromised by 
component substitution or modification. 
This approval ensures a final product that 
is best-in-class in quality, presentation, 
and operations, both behind the scenes 
and out front.

Operations and 
Maintenance — Pumps, 
Pipes, Motors, Filters

Maintenance (both time and expense) 
must be factored into every 
engineering design and 
build. This effort must 
focus on ensuring each 
component and process is 
selected and implemented 
to minimize maintenance 
requirements. This allows 
the local store aquarist to 
focus on the health of the 
fish and the guest expe-
rience. It is critical that 
contractors and subs follow 
the design plans and avoid 
component substitutions 

and plan changes during the construc-
tion phase. Every deviation represents a 
potential impact to the maintenance and 
operation plan. Time spent maintaining 
equipment is time focused away from the 

 Aquarium / habitat / tunnel (above) made entirely of rock. Close up look (right) at the aquarium lake trout habitat.

Lehi Cabela’s Back 
Of the House View 1
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habitat and guest experience. Designing, 
engineering, and building with opera-
tions and maintenance in mind is a best 
practice. The use of a specific type of 
component can make all the difference.

Durability — Tanks, 
Mechanicals

Durability means return on invest-
ment, or ROI. ROI begins with the 
design and engineering and continues 
through the construction phase and 
into start-up. The use and installation 
of the correct tank and supporting mate-
rials is paramount. Project managers 
must ensure tanks and mechanicals are 
installed as engineered. One best practice 
employed by Cloward H2O and Cabela’s 
is to ensure that the tank manufacturer, 
engineer, and client project manager coor-
dinate throughout the project — espe-
cially when it comes to the tank. This 
ensures optimal tracking of pipe penetra-
tions, tank supports, and elevations. It 
also ensures that the ideal guest viewing 
window location is chosen. Simply order-
ing a tank and installing it places the logis-
tics and operation of a successful aquarium 
or habitat at risk and could potentially 
compromise the guest experience.

Bottom Line
As you bid that next project, keep 

the following list in mind. Make each of 
these points a priority and you will never 
go wrong:

• Owner / Client Priorities 
• Visitor / Guest Experience 
• Environment / Habitat Health 
• Aquatic Life Health 
• Cost-Effective Maintenance 
• Sustainability 
• Return on Investment
 Cloward H2O has been privileged to 

work with Cabela’s on their aquatic life 

strategy and their world- class aquatics 
team. We invite you to stop in and visit 
a Cabela’s in your area. Cloward H2O 
would like to express its thanks and appre-
ciation to the Cabela’s team and Cabela’s 
Chief Aquarist, Tim Huebner. a

Tim Huebner can be emailed at timothy.
huebner@cabelas.com  

Aquarium Tunnel Entrance

Lehi Cabela’s Back Of the House View – 2. 
This is a view from the top of the aquariums. 
The lighting above the tank allows for good 
access to care for the tank and the fish.
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Technology Notes

iPad Selling
The future is here

by Tom Graham, 
POND Trade Magazine

Are you using the best tools when you present your 
services to your prospects? If you are a pond contrac-
tor, you make a lot of face-to-face visits to people’s 

homes to get new business. Do you have a planned and 
choreographed sales presentation, or do you wing it? Are you 
using photos and printed presentation materials? A laptop?

Well, guess what. If you are not moving your presentations 
to the iPad (or one of those other “pads”), you may be losing 
sales already – and if not, I would wager you will be soon. 
In the realm of sales presentations, Microsoft’s Powerpoint 
has dominated the corporate world of sales meetings for two 
decades. And it is used on laptops for small meeting presenta-
tions, but that is all changing for one-on-one and small-meet-
ing selling. As revolutionary as Powerpoint was compared to 

slides or overhead projectors, the iPad is to the laptop or 
printed pitches.

To start with, when you bring out your iPad and 
turn it on, you have demonstrated that you are polished 
and successful. After all, they are not cheap. Your business 
must be successful if you can afford one, and it demonstrates 
that you are on the cutting edge of technology. This sends a 
positive message. Second, it is sexy and tactile. You are selling 
an emotion-driven product. Nobody needs a pond, but your 
client wants one. Thus, he or she is in want mode already. The 
iPad will resonate with this passion, all by itself.

When you power up, your client will see a clean screen, 
except for icons about you and your presentation to them. 
(Put all your other icons on later pages for a clean look).

When you start swiping through your portfolio of pond 
builds, you will see your prospects’ eyes light up. Now, I know 
you can get this reaction with Powerpoint on a laptop or from 
a photo browser, but the smooth elegance of swiping through 
pages or jumping to the small icons of photos to find just 
the one you want to show off is intoxicating. Easily zoom in 
to show details that demonstrate features the client has 
expressed interest in, and you’ll show your proficiency in 
delivering the goods.

From there, it is easy to ask questions and make notes right 
on the screen. You can take a photo of the spot where the 
pond should be located, and draw on 
the screen to show where things can 
go (getting affirmations from the 
client along the way). It is also easy 
to type in notes, showing that you 
are really hearing what the client 
is saying and that you will 
remember them later. There 
are many whiteboard apps 
out there so you can make 
the presentation more 
personal, and you can 
make it more visual by 
sketching out your 
ideas in an 

It is easy to ask questions and make 
notes right on the screen. You can take 
a photo of the spot where the pond 
should be located, and draw on the 
screen to show where things can go.

pondtrademag.com



interactive brainstorming session.
To make this fast and easy, I 

would recommend picking up a 
Bluetooth keyboard from Logitech or 
Kensington. This makes typing as easy 
as it is on a laptop, adding to the wow 
factor once again.

When you feel the time is right, you 
can easily shift to your prepared sales 
presentation and make a proposal.

Some client’s visions won’t be 
fulfilled by any of your packaged pond 
plans, and if you want to venture into 
a more custom design, the iPad makes 
this easier than you may think.

Imagine having the ability to a build 
custom quote for a client while sitting 
in their living room with live, online 
access to your product list – including 
prices, pictures, the works. One way 
to do this is with an app called Ring 
It Up. Quote-building is as fast and 
visual as it gets.

Ring It Up is particularly helpful 
if you are quoting a repair or upgrade 
of a pond, as you won’t be quoting a 
package like a new install. All materials 
and labor will be specific to that job.

Steve Henslee, owner of M&S 
Ponds and Supplies, described 

the process in a hypothetical 
quote situation:

 “‘OK, I’m going 
to need a 6,000 Ultima, 
a liner this size, this is 

going to be this much 
labor.’ You literally can have 

the complete quote done, right 
there. Instead of, ‘Let me get this 

together for you later,’ you just 
drop the items right into your quote.
“It’s pretty cool software,” Steve said.
In quoting a new pond build, you 

can start with one of your pre-planned 
packages; then upgrade for specific 
requests, add-ons, or needs that go 

beyond what is in your package; then 
provide a new quote. No more delays 
heading back to the office. Get the 

sale on the spot.
Once you build the quote, you can 

email the client a copy immediately, or 
print to their printer if they have wire-
less access you can use. New printers 
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are adding this feature now, so be ready.
When adding your products to the 

program, you can scan the barcode 
(using the iPad’s camera) or bulk-load 
your items and customers.

“You can even put bin locations of 
where the item is located in your ware-
house, so if you’ve got somebody new 
pulling product for you they know 
where to look,” Steve said. “They’ve 
even got a visual representation of it.” 
At this point he laughed, saying, “I 
should probably go to work for this 
company instead.”

Steve noted that “it takes a little bit 
of effort when you are first trying to 
learn it, but once you use it on a regular 
basis,” it becomes a very handy and 
powerful tool.

Take the Internet with you
The more expensive iPad has Internet 

connectivity built-in, but if you are like 
me, you will opt for the less-expensive 

version without it and connect with the 
tethering feature on your smartphone 
if available – or get a handy hot spot 
device. I picked up the Verizon unit, 
which fits nicely in the iPad case. Just 
turn it on before you head in to meet 
your client, and magically have Internet 
access when you need it.

Speaking of cases, the iPad is slip-
pery and fragile if dropped. Don’t ask 
how I know that. Standard iPad cases 
won’t fit both the iPad and keyboard, 
so I found a super case that looks like a 
mini laptop bag from Case Logic. It not 
only protects the iPad, but also provides 
extra pockets for the charger, hot spot, a 
pad of paper, business cards, and more. 
And I think it looks cool, too.

Being prepared and quick on your 
feet makes it easier to get commitment 
and a deposit right then and there. With 
a simple credit card reader that plugs 
into the iPad, you can even run a credit 
card right on the spot. Sale closed! a

Good Tools to Have
■ iPad
■  Ring It Up App 
■  Bluetooth Keyboard Carry Case
■  Hot Spot
■  Credit Card Reader Stylus
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Skimmer Talk
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by John Olson, 
Graystone Industries

The pond skimmer has served the water feature indus-
try proudly for over 20 years. The workhorse of a 
traditional skimmer/filter system, the external pond 

skimmer is our first line of defense in our pond installations. 
While pumps and filtration systems have evolved considerably 
over the last 10-plus years, the pond skimmer has remained 
relatively unchanged — until recently.

Once regarded as not much more than “that black box where 
we put the pump,” skimmers were a necessary evil and often 
hard to work with. Many featured thin, plastic tops that were a 
safety hazard when stepped on, and the skimmers’ unattractive 
appearances necessitated creative steps to conceal them. Nets to 
collect leaves often tore or rotted and their frames rusted. Many 
failed to capture floating debris as required. Most of the origi-
nal skimmers were lightweight boxes, and many installers and 
consumers alike dealt with collapsed or bowed-in sides from the 
weight of the earth around their skimmers. In using skimmers, 
installers faced many challenges and expressed various levels of 
dissatisfaction. No one really liked putting in a skimmer, but a 
pond without one faced greatly increased water quality issues.

Fortunately, over the last several years pond equipment 
manufacturers have responded to feedback from installation 
companies and have made significant strides in both the appear-
ance and the effectiveness of their pond skimmers. Today, pond 
contractors enjoy a myriad of pond skimmer choices from more 
than a dozen manufacturers. New features abound and pros and 
consumers alike reap the benefits from these evolving systems.

Let’s take a look at some of the recent design changes that are 
impacting pond installations today.

Improvements
One of the first major improvements in pond skimmers was 

simply the use of better plastics and thicker walls. Jim Chubb, 
National Sales Manager for Atlantic Water Gardens, points 
toward their signature Big Bahama skimmer for an example.

“Rotomold construction has allowed for a more even 
consistency in the molding process,” Jim said. “Wall thick-

nesses have been increased and we are able to comfortably offer 
a lifetime warranty on the skimmer body.”

“Our new Oasis Series skimmer brings this same profes-
sional quality construction to the consumer,” Jim continued. 
“The Oasis skimmer is pro-quality and homeowner-friendly.”

Jim also discussed the internal heavy-duty brush panel array 
on the Big Bahama line.

“Our unique brush panel filtration helps break down organ-
ics, is very durable and long-lasting, and can even maintain flow 
rates when full of debris,” he said.

EasyPro Pond Products has made some skimmer changes as 
well. The new EasyPro Axiom skimmers were also developed 
with thicker walls for increased durability. Owner Dave Ouwinga 
indicated that in addition to durability, the Axiom line of skim-
mers have other new installer-friendly features.

“EasyPro determined that many pumps failed in ponds simply 
from low water conditions,” Dave said. “The Axiom skimmer 
helps avoid this issue by being deeper and utilization of spin-
welded outlets. These outlets are faster to install for the contrac-
tor and make a watertight compartment allowing for deeper 
water levels and better pump protection.”

The Axiom line also contains a simple yet adjustable overflow, 
allowing even higher levels of water if desired.

To avoid the warping or caving-in of the sides, many manu-
facturers have developed rounded backs or rounded skimmers 

Beyond the Box
A look at today’s pond skimmers

The Big Bahama by      
Atlantic Water Gardens
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over the last 
few years. 

Kei th  Stee le , 
owner of Savio Engineering, pointed 
out many of the advantages of the Savio 
Skimmerfilter.

“The patented round design is structur-
ally superior to square skimmers,” Keith 
said. “Our Skimmerfilter round design 
evenly distributes the pressure of the earth 
around it, ensuring that no buckling or 
warping of the walls will occur.”

Another extremely convenient and 
useful feature of the Savio Skimmerfilter 
is the interchangeable faceplate. Using 

the same skimmer body, a contractor 
has the choice of three different face-
plates (6”, 8.5” and 16”), allowing for 
flow rates up to 8,500 GPH. This Savio 
component system was designed to bring 
flexibility to the installer and help retail-
ers offer the widest possible selection 
with a smaller number of products.

Newcomer 
One of the most interesting new skim-

mers on the market comes not from a 
pond supply manufacturer but from one 
of the nation’s leading pond installers. 
Recently having won the 2012 POND 
Trade Product of the Year Award, the 
Helix Pond Skimmer is a singularly 
unique design. Eric Triplett, owner of 
The Pond Digger company and inven-
tor of the Helix Pond Skimmer, used a 
combination of existing technologies 
from both the pond and the swimming 
pool industries. The resulting skimmer 
is a round-body skimmer with a large, 
12-inch, water-level opening on top 

instead of a weir door. This skimmer 
becomes an extension of the pond itself, 
with fish able to safely swim in and out 
of the skimmer. According to Eric, “The 
Helix Pond Skimmer utilizes a floating 
basket skimmer which is safely mounted in 
a large, open-face skimmer.”

Matala Compressor
Aeration SystemMatala Ez-Air Kits GeyserHi-Flow

GHF-18000GeyserMax-Flow NiagaraTop-FlowDiffuser Base

Matala Aeration System
Makes pond and lake aeration easier than ever.

The best high flow 
rate pump
The best high flow 
rate pump

Low Amps
High Performance
Composite Resin Base

Low Amps
High Performance
Composite Resin Base

The best self-cooling 
pump for skimmer
The best self-cooling 
pump for skimmer

Request info at www.pondtrademag.com/infocard r #1963

The Savio Skimmerfilter

The Helix 
Pond      
Skimmer, 
Pond Digger
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The Helix name comes from the 
pattern of water over the floating catch 
basket.

“Not only is this skimmer fish-
friendly,” Eric said, “but it holds a huge 
amount of leaves and debris due to the 
helix flow pattern that stacks leaves 
against the walls of the debris basket.”

With tens of millions of pools 
utilizing this same type of floating 
skimmer, the system has decades 
of success behind it. As The Pond 
Digger puts it: “This is not the first 
floating pond skimmer - but it is the 
first externally mounted, fish-safe, 
high-capacity, high-flow skimmer 
available. And it’s made right here in 
the USA!”

At this time Eric offers these “made 
by contractors for contractors” skim-
mers to other installers through The 
Pond Digger company but has no 
plans to become a traditional pond 
equipment manufacturer.

The pond installer today has many 

options available that simply did not 
exist five or 10 years ago. Overall design 
of skimmers may have been slow in 
evolving, but thanks to companies like 
those above as well as others, we now 
enjoy many new innovations. Through 
these continued improvements in 
skimmer technology our installations 
become less challenging, our customers 
become even happier and our compa-
nies can remain profitable. a

Request info at www.pondtrademag.com/infocard r #1937

EasyPro Axiom Skimmer

19POND Trade Magazine March/April 2013 2013

About the Author

John Olson is 
the CEO of Graystone 
Industries and an avid alli-
gator wrestler. Graystone 
is a distributor for over a 
dozen brands of quality pond supplies, 
with warehouse and retail locations in 
Georgia and North Carolina as well as 
an Internet store at www.graystonecre-
ations.com.

John resides at Rosemont Estate in 
northern Georgia with his wife and two 
children. When not riding go-karts, gold 
mining or trout fishing with the children, 
John helps other businesses achieve their 
true potential.

Wholesale supplier of pond and 
water garden products.

(706) 865-0220 
www.graystonecreations.com

http://www.pondtrademag.com/advertisers/hechtrubber


Language of Koi

It Begins and Ends 
with Kohaku

A study of one of the most important koi varieties4´ deep koi pond with 4˝ bottom drain, 2˝ reinforced concrete sprayed over 45mil EPDM liner.
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Murata Kohaku. She is an outstanding beauty. The five-
step pattern, pure white shiroji, and very sharp kiwa all 
come together in one body. She is definitely future cham-
pion material.

Tancho Kohaku. The simplest but the most elegant    
variety in koi, since the dominant part is its shiroji. Qual-
ity of shiroji truly matters in this type of koi. She is also 
an offspring of Satsuki, the Grand Champion.
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by Taro Kodama, 
Kodama Koi Farm

“It begins with Kohaku and ends with 
Kohaku.”

This famous proverb tells us how 
important the Kohaku variety 
of koi is in several ways. First, it 

tells us that Kohaku is the most popular and 
important variety of koi. This may be obvious 
since you always see Kohaku pictures on the 
cover of Japanese koi magazines. Kohaku is 
one of the Gosanke varieties, which include 
Kohaku, Taisho Sanke, and Showa. Kohaku 
is definitely a mainstream koi variety.

It also shows how hobbyists sometimes 
progress in the koi hobby. When they start 
their koi hobby, they usually start with 
Kohaku because it looks easy to understand 
and, as mentioned, seems to be the most 
popular variety. (This may not always be true 
in the U.S., but it is in Japan.) Then they 
try other fancier varieties like Showa, Ogon, 
and so forth. However, they come back to 
Kohaku because they now understand how 
much a simple, two-color koi can express 
elegant beauty. They learn the depth of 
Kohaku appreciation and become fond of it.

Most importantly, the proverb shows 
us the path of learning koi appreciation. 
Kohaku is the foundation of koi appreciation. 
Once you learn how to appreciate the beauty 
of Kohaku, you can apply the principles to 
the other varieties.

Regarding Kohaku appreciation, you 
may want to check at least the following 
traits of your Kohaku koi:

• Quality 
• Pattern 
• Breeder

Quality
Quality could mean many things, but 

in this article I will discuss skin quality. To 
assess a Kohaku’s skin quality, check its:

1. Shiroji 
2. Beni 

3. Kiwa 
Shiroji means “white ground” in 

Japanese, and it refers to a koi’s white 
color. Shiroji is more important than hi 
(the red color). If shiroji of a koi is not 
good, hi will not stand out beautifully. For 
shiroji, discerning enthusiasts like to see 
snow-like white.

As for beni (or hi), please make sure 
there is no discoloration. Consistency is 
very important. The ideal beni color is like 
the red of a ripened persimmon.

Kiwa means the edges or borders of the 
pattern. Please check to see if a koi’s kiwa is 
sharp. If kiwa is not sharp, the koi will not 
look as beautiful. Poor kiwa also indicates 
poor quality of skin.

Pattern
Since Kohaku is such a simple koi, the 

balance of red and white is very important. 
Hi needs to begin with the head, step to the 
body, and stop at the tail. The stop at the 
tail is called odome. How the hi stops there 
is very critical. The most appealing hi ratio 
for Kohaku is between 3:5 (white:red) and 
5:5. A stepped pattern is more preferred 
than a less stepped pattern, such as a single 
hi pattern. A round spot on the head is 
always the most popular.

Breeder
The breeder is critical, especially in the 

Kohaku variety. Because koi grow, it is 
important to estimate the future potential of 
a koi when you try to buy one, and knowl-
edge of the breeders is probably the biggest 
clue. The reason that knowing who the 
breeder is, is more critical in Kohaku than 
in other varieties is because Kohaku is, in 
a sense, the most advanced variety. The 
fact that a Kohaku comes from Japan is no 
longer enough. Even in Japan, the level of 
the bloodlines varies so much from farm to 
farm that it is essential to know the breeder.

Selling Kohaku, especially Kohaku 
of higher quality, may not be as easy as 
selling other varieties. Because the Kohaku 
variety is so simple, you need to have deeper   

Sharing the joyful moment of win-
ning Best in Size at Nogyosai 2013, 
one of the most prestigious koi 
shows in Japan.

Dainichi Kohaku 2-year-old Ko-
haku from Dainichi Koi Farm. She 
is an offspring of Satsuki, Dainichi 
Kohaku Grand Champion of the 
All Japan Koi Show. The inazuma 
(lightning) pattern is beautiful with 
the perfect odome.
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understanding of the quality, pattern, 
and bloodlines. And you need to be able 
to explain them to your clients. I would 
definitely suggest that you raise several 
nicer Kohaku from different bloodlines 
by yourself. No study is better than raising 
them yourself. The experience will help 
you understand the bloodline better and 
explain it better.

There are many famous Kohaku breeders, 
but there are a few that it would be beneficial 
to know: Dainichi Koi Farm, Hoshikin Koi 
Farm, Maruboshi Koi Farm, Murata Koi 
Farm, and Urakawa Koi Farm. I recommend 
that you read “Koishi” by Mamoru Kodama 
to study these bloodlines.

Lastly, I would like to mention why the 
Japanese like Kohaku so much. Kohaku, 
the color combination in general, has a 
special meaning. In Japan, you will see the 
combination of red and white at several 
occasions. For example, you will see red/
white drop curtains and decorations at 
the entrance of schools. At a wedding 
ceremony, we have red/white rice cakes. 
The red/white combination is a symbol of 

celebration. I must say that it is the favorite 
color combination of the Japanese people. 
Even the national flag is red and white. 
Why is Kohaku so popular in Japan? Now 
you see why. a
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Hoshikin Kohaku. On the snow-white 
skin, the beautiful three-step hi pattern 
stands out. The last hi step is called 
odome. This is an excellent one.
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Back to Life
The decline of pond keeping — how to bring it back
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Erik Tate, The Water Garden
Over the past several months and maybe longer, 

I have heard many in the water feature industry 
asking questions about the 
viability of the industry as a 
whole. Statements indicating 
that the industry is dying are 
concerning, to say the least. 
While it is true that many of 
us have certainly taken a hit 
in the past few years, there 
is no reason to throw in the 
towel. Since I started in the 

water gardening business in the late ‘80s we have 
seen exponential growth. And while I think everyone 
expected growth to slow, we may have not expected 
the steep decline we have seen.

This decline has no single source. Many of the 
factors that brought us here are greatly out of our 
hands. However, there is one cause that is greatly 
manageable: the public perception of pond keeping.

I have seen the idea of a water feature go from 
part of the American Dream (albeit a small part) to 
yet another thing to maintain. The harsh reality, my 
friends, is that we are all at least partially to blame 
for this. How many times have you heard a poten-
tial customer mention a friend or neighbor who 
complained about his or her pond?

“Oh, what a nightmare.”
“It’s always green! I can’t even see my fish.”
“My fish are all dead. I have to clean the filter 

every day.”
“I finally filled that pit in with dirt.”
 Countless people who were potential water 

feature customers are hearing these statements and 
many more like them.

So, how do we fix this public perception? There 
are many ways, and most of us already do them. We 
just need to do them better. This obviously involves 
a well-designed pond with good filtration. But where 
I feel the biggest hole has been left is customer educa-

tion. We cannot simply sell or install a water feature 
and leave it to the customer to figure it out.

We must educate the customers on how to reduce 
maintenance and care for their ponds in ways that 
bring the joy and beauty that they expected from 
the start. We all know what a well-cared-for water 
feature can bring. We have to make sure each and 
every customer has the opportunity to experience 
the same. Only then can the potential new custom-
ers hear comments like:

“Let me show you my waterfall!”
“I love sitting by my pond after work.”
“Have you met my new koi, Waldo?”
“Hey! I know someone that can help you get a 

water garden of your very own so you can experience 
this, too!”

That is what we all need to bring to the table. 
And the goal of this column is to get us all thinking 
about what we can do better to make this happen. 
In each issue I will present a new angle. It may be 
specific information that needs to be spread to the 
customer, or it may just be a starting point to get our 
wheels turning.

If the industry is dying, then only we, the pond 
professionals, have the power to bring it back to 
life. As this column continues I want to hear your 
thoughts and ideas as well. a

Erik Tate operates The Water Garden, LLC. The 
company was started in 1987 by his parents, Randall 
& Karen. Having grown up in the pond industry, a 
passion for water gardening became ingrained in who 
Erik is. Based in Chattanooga, TN, The Water Garden 
is a distributor of quality pond supplies.

The Water Garden LLC
5212 Austin Road
Chattanooga,TN 37343
423.870.2838 
info@WaterGarden.com
www.watergarden.com

PONDer This!
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by Mark E. Battersby 

Can any garden pond professional withstand the finan-
cial hit of a fire that results in a two- month shutdown 
of operations? What about surviving after someone is 

injured after slipping on a wet floor? Can the business survive an 
employee who embezzles sizable amounts from the business?

Natural disasters can drastically affect the business where it 
hurts -– its pocketbook -– as well as teach every business owner an 
invaluable lesson. Only months after monster storm Sandy devas-
tated much of the Mid-Atlantic coast, the courts are beginning to 
fill with cases about whether damages resulted from the storm’s 
winds or rising waters -– damage covered by few insurance policies.

Obviously, selecting the right type of insurance for the pond 
business is only one factor every retailer, distributor, builder, 
manufacturer, and installer must consider. Finding an insurance 
company willing to insure the business almost renders the ques-
tion of cost irrelevant. How then can any pond business owner or 
manager hope to find an insurance company, select the right types 
of insurance needed for his or her unique operation, and most 
importantly, afford those steadily increasing insurance expenses?

BASIC INSURANCE  The basic business insurance package, 
according to many experts, consists of four fundamental types of 
insurance coverage: workers’ compensation, general liability, auto, 
and property/casualty -– plus an added layer of protection over 
these, called an umbrella policy.

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION  While nothing about insur-

ance is easy, of the four types of insurance coverage, workers’ 
compensation comes closest to being a “no-brainer.” After all, 
laws in all 50 states require employers to maintain workers’ comp. 
insurance. What’s more, in most instances, the rates are estab-
lished by the state. To reduce the cost of this necessary insurance, 
do not accept the first price offered. Because no one wants to be 
classed as an explosives manufacturer if the business really involves 
construction, ensuring the pond business is categorized properly 
means it will be charged the appropriate rate. Another way to 
reduce the costs of workers’ comp is to take advantage of rate 
variances offered in many states. After a certain premium level, 
usually $5,000, employers can be rated based on history of claims. 
Naturally, the fewer claims, the lower the premium.

GENERAL LIABILITY   The most confusing and misunder-
stood type of insurance, provides coverage for the garden pond 
professional when negligent acts and/or omissions result in bodily 
injury and/or property damages on the premises of the business. It 
also provides coverage when someone is injured as a result of using 
the product manufactured or distributed by the business.

The best strategy with general liability is to determine how 
much coverage is actually needed. The old rule was that general 
liability insurance only equal to the business’s net worth should 
be purchased. Unfortunately, that does not work anymore because 
people now sue based on the amount of the policy –- and the 
operator’s net worth. There are two extremes that an independent 
pond business owner or manager might want to consider. The 
first, the so-called “empty pockets” approach, is to buy little or 
no insurance so as not to become a target of lawsuits. The other 

Got Insurance?

Basic, 
Necessary, 
Affordable Insurance
Protecting your pond business from unexpected loss
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approach is to buy $2 million to $3 million of liability insurance 
-– generally, the most needed.

AUTO  Like workers’ compensation, auto insurance is fairly 
straightforward. Even saving money is routine: simply increase 
the deductible. Of course, cost cutting should not result in lower 
policy limits. Many states set minimum liability coverage, and 
those payouts may be well below what a pond business actually 
requires. If the pond business does not have enough coverage, 
the courts can take everything. Many experts suggest carrying a 
minimum of $1 million in liability coverage.

PROPERTY/CASUALTY   The majority of property insurance 
is written on an “all risks” basis as opposed to a “named peril” 
basis. The latter offers coverage for specific perils spelled out in 
the policy. If a loss occurs from a peril not named, then it is not 
covered. For starters, make sure the pond operation is covered by 
an “all risks” policy. Then take the extra step and carefully review 
the policy’s exclusions. All policies cover loss by fire. What about 
the losses from casualties such as hailstorms and explosions? Many 
businesses purchase coverage for all of these risks.

Whenever possible, “replacement cost” insurance should be 
purchased. This will replace the damaged property at today’s 
prices, regardless of the cost when the equipment or property was 
purchased. It is protection against inflation.

SOMETHING EXTRA   In addition to these four basic types of 
insurance, many insurance professionals recommend an additional 
layer of protection, called an “umbrella policy.” This protects the 
operation from amounts in excess of its existing coverage or for 
liabilities not covered by other policies.

GOING THE EXTRA MILE: BUSINESS INTERRUPTIONS 
When a hurricane or earthquake puts your pond business out of 
commission for days — or months — property insurance covers 
the damage. However, while property insurance pays for the cost 
of repairs or rebuilding, who pays for the income lost while the 
operation is unable to function?

For that, business interruption coverage provides enough to 
meet overhead and other expenses during the time the operation is 
out of commission. Generally, premiums for business interruption 
insurance are based on the operation’s annual income.

Even better, a good “package policy,” bundled coverage offered 
as a package by many insurance companies to those in specific fields 
or industries, usually covers business interruption. Also included in 
many bundled insurance packages is protection for losses such as 
the raw materials, equipment or supplies stockpiled for future work. 
This usually falls under the heading of theft and loss protection.

Premises and operations coverage — part of some, but not 
all, business liability policies — covers a pond retailer, distributor 
or manufacturer for bodily injury or property damage liability to 
members of the public while they are on the business’s premises.

REDUCING RISK AND PREMIUMS   All insurance premi-
ums are based on the risks involved. Insurance companies evaluate 

the situation to determine the risk of potential loss that they will 
have to assume and base their rates on the results. Therefore, any 
steps that can be taken to reduce potential risks not only help safe-
guard the garden pond operation but may also make the business 
eligible for lower insurance rates.

In fact, every pond retailer, distributor, builder, installer, 
and manufacturer, large or small, should have a plan in place to 
manage the risks inherent to operating the business.

That means evaluating the pond operation’s exposure to risk. 
That, in turn, may mean looking at the property, equipment, 
products/services, and employee-related exposure to risk in the 
business. Then, and only then, is one ready to purchase insur-
ance that will provide the funds needed to help restore the pond 
operation in the event of a loss. Which leaves the question: what 
insurance is needed?

CASUALTY LOSSES  When insurance doesn’t fully cover the 
losses of a pond business, Uncle Sam, in the form of our tax 
laws, often steps in to ease the burden. Losses arising from fire, 
storm, shipwreck, or other casualty are, clearly, tax deductible. Of 
course, even casualty losses must be due to a sudden, unexpected 
or unusual event in order to qualify as a tax deduction for the 
pond operation.

Casualty losses, at least if they have been labeled as the result of a 
legitimately declared “disaster,” can be utilized to recoup taxes paid 
in the previous tax year. If any pond business sustains a loss from a 
disaster in an area that is subsequently determined by the President 
of the United States to warrant federal assistance, special loss rules 
apply. Thus, the pond business has the option of (1) deducting the 
loss on the tax return for the year in which the loss occurred or (2) 
deducting the loss on the tax return for the preceding tax year.

Slashing insurance costs usually begins with shopping for 
competitive rates for the insurance coverages your pond operations 
need — and can afford. Going even further to actively manage the 
pond operation’s exposure to risk will slash those insurance costs 
even further. The alternative is no insurance and possible ruin 
when disaster strikes.

Finally, keeping loss claims reasonable and implementing loss 
control programs are two steps that can help even the smallest 
pond builder, retailer, distributor, or supplier keep insurance 
premiums down year after year. Choosing an insurance carrier 
that has a positive history in the business, sound financials and 
services in loss control and claims can also help make necessary 
insurance coverage affordable. But the time to think about that 
insurance protection is now — not when it may be needed.

Adequate, affordable insurance coverage for any pond business 
is an ongoing concern. With a few simple strategies, a reliable 
advisor and a little homework, affordable protection can — and 
should — become a reality. a

Mark Battersby has over 25 years of experience in the fields of 
taxes and finances. Although no reputable professional should render 
advice at arm’s length, he does craft unbiased, interesting, informative, 
and accurate articles. He writes articles and columns for several trade 
magazines, and has authored four books.
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Perfect for patio or indoors, the new self contained 
Tranquil Décor fountains are everything needed to 
create an easy and affordable water feature.

Liner for today’s water features
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free sample today!
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• 30 Mil EPDM liner
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• Flexible in extreme temperatures
• Easy and fast to install
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The Axiom skimmer from EasyPro 
provides the pond installer with an 
easy to install and versatile pond 
skimmer at an excellent value. Cre-
ating and maintaining water gar-
dens is made signifi cantly easier with 
the installation of an Axiom pond 
skimmer.

All black tubs that skim pond water are 
not the same. Let’s take a look at six hid-
den features of the Axiom skimmers that 
set these units apart.

1  Fast and secure liner attachment. 
With most skimmers multiple steps 

are required to ensure the liner hole is cut 
and lined up properly to fi nish pond lin-
er attachment. With the Axiom skimmer 
the faceplace is secured 
to the unit fi rst and then 
the liner hole is cut out. 
No additional realign-
ment of liner and face-
plate is necessary. 

2  Integrated UV option. The 5000 gallon 
Axiom skimmer model can be fi tted 

with an integrated UV option. This UV 
option installs inside the skimmer to pro-
vide a convenient way of implementing 
copper-free algae control.

3  Extended inlet fl ange. Concealing 
the inlet at the pond edge is made 

easier with the extended fl ange. Rocks 
can be stacked along and on top of 
the fl ange to create a 
more natural looking 
connection at the 
pond edge. BONUS: 
Axiom skimmers 
are compatible with 

EasyPro’s patented 24" extension 
tubes. This allows the skimmer to 
be set back as far as desired from 
the pond edge for creating natural 
looking ponds.

4  Adjustable overfl ow. Axiom 
skimmers come with pre-in-

stalled “spinweld” fi ttings that 
create a sealed tub. This allows the 
overfl ow to be adjustable with an 
elbow fi tting. Ponds with extensive 
stream systems can use this feature 
for accommodating the “water in 
transition” these systems must ac-
count for.

5  All-in-One option. The All-in-
One Axiom skimmer and fi lter 

combo is an excellent way to pro-
vide fi ltration without the need for 
a typical waterfall fi lter box. With 
a biological media chamber fi lled 
with EasyPro ultimate tube media, 
this Axiom unit can provide bio-
logical fi ltration for ponds up to 
4000 gallons.

6  Compatible with submersible 
or external pumps. Submers-

ible or external style pumps can 
be used with 
the Axiom 
s k i m m e r s . 
With larger 
pump cham-
bers a single 
or dual submersible pump set up 
can be used. External pumps can 
be used in a suction lift or a fl ood-
ed suction confi guration.

Additional information on the six 
hidden features of the Axiom skim-
mers can be found at our website: 
easypropondproducts.com/axiom

6 Hidden
Features

Check out Tranquil Décor’s newest 
styles and colors for 2013
With more than a dozen additions to the Tranquil 
Décor collection this year, selecting the perfect wa-
ter feature is made even easier. New larger features 
up to 45" tall provide a striking appearance, and new 
self-contained basin options allow more versatility for 
outdoor or indoor features.

Made with Déco-Crete, an alternative fi ber reinforced 
concrete material, the Tranquil Décor line of bubbling 
fountains, vases and columns off ers the appearance 
and durability of traditional materials without the 
cumbersome weight. These fountains are individual-
ly packaged in “retail friendly” foam lined boxes to 
prevent breakage in shipping. Tranquil Décor foun-

tain kits make it easy on 
the “Do-It-Yourselfer” or 
professional. Kit packages 
include fountain, pump 
and choice of basin with 
optional LED lighting for 
everything needed to add 
a beautiful water feature 
to a patio or landscape.

Visit easypropondprod-
ucts.com and search key-
word “tranquil” to view 
available colors and styles.

Integra Liner: The economical, 
EPDM solution to rising liner costs.
Extreme price increases in 45-mil EPDM liner and ever 
rising freight costs have many water feature customers 
looking at liners made of PVC and HDPE for cost saving 
measures. Integra Liner is an economical 30 mil EPDM 
rubber liner alternative that is fi sh safe, easy to install, 
cost eff ective to ship and has a 25 year warranty. Short 
cores on 100 foot rolls (just over fi ve or seven feet de-
pending on size) make Integra Liner easy to handle and 
store. Large pre-cut sizes are able to ship via parcel car-
riers at a signifi cant savings, making Integra Liner an at-
tractive choice for those looking to reduce overall liner 
costs. 

Contact EasyPro for your free 2013 catalog at 
800-448-3873 or www.easypropondproducts.com
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Perfect for patio or indoors, the new self contained 
Tranquil Décor fountains are everything needed to 
create an easy and affordable water feature.

Liner for today’s water features

For more details on Integra Liner visit our website:
http://easypropondproducts.com/news/integra-liner

Contact us for a 
free sample today!
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4385 E. 110th, Grant, MI 49327
800-448-3873

Features:
• 30 Mil EPDM liner
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• Flexible in extreme temperatures
• Easy and fast to install
• Ozone and UV resistant
• 25 year warranty

Integra Liner is a perfect 
solution to rising liner 
costs. This 30 mil rubber
liner is available in retail friendly 
packaging or in full rolls.

Integra Liner is a perfect 
solution to rising liner 
costs. This 30 mil rubber
liner is available in retail friendly 
packaging or in full rolls.

AAAAAAAAAxioxioxioxioxioxioxioxioxioxioxioxioxioxioxioxioxioxioxioxioxioxioxioxioxioxioxiommmmmmmmm

The Axiom skimmer from EasyPro 
provides the pond installer with an 
easy to install and versatile pond 
skimmer at an excellent value. Cre-
ating and maintaining water gar-
dens is made signifi cantly easier with 
the installation of an Axiom pond 
skimmer.

All black tubs that skim pond water are 
not the same. Let’s take a look at six hid-
den features of the Axiom skimmers that 
set these units apart.

1  Fast and secure liner attachment. 
With most skimmers multiple steps 

are required to ensure the liner hole is cut 
and lined up properly to fi nish pond lin-
er attachment. With the Axiom skimmer 
the faceplace is secured 
to the unit fi rst and then 
the liner hole is cut out. 
No additional realign-
ment of liner and face-
plate is necessary. 

2  Integrated UV option. The 5000 gallon 
Axiom skimmer model can be fi tted 

with an integrated UV option. This UV 
option installs inside the skimmer to pro-
vide a convenient way of implementing 
copper-free algae control.

3  Extended inlet fl ange. Concealing 
the inlet at the pond edge is made 

easier with the extended fl ange. Rocks 
can be stacked along and on top of 
the fl ange to create a 
more natural looking 
connection at the 
pond edge. BONUS: 
Axiom skimmers 
are compatible with 

EasyPro’s patented 24" extension 
tubes. This allows the skimmer to 
be set back as far as desired from 
the pond edge for creating natural 
looking ponds.

4  Adjustable overfl ow. Axiom 
skimmers come with pre-in-

stalled “spinweld” fi ttings that 
create a sealed tub. This allows the 
overfl ow to be adjustable with an 
elbow fi tting. Ponds with extensive 
stream systems can use this feature 
for accommodating the “water in 
transition” these systems must ac-
count for.

5  All-in-One option. The All-in-
One Axiom skimmer and fi lter 

combo is an excellent way to pro-
vide fi ltration without the need for 
a typical waterfall fi lter box. With 
a biological media chamber fi lled 
with EasyPro ultimate tube media, 
this Axiom unit can provide bio-
logical fi ltration for ponds up to 
4000 gallons.

6  Compatible with submersible 
or external pumps. Submers-

ible or external style pumps can 
be used with 
the Axiom 
s k i m m e r s . 
With larger 
pump cham-
bers a single 
or dual submersible pump set up 
can be used. External pumps can 
be used in a suction lift or a fl ood-
ed suction confi guration.

Additional information on the six 
hidden features of the Axiom skim-
mers can be found at our website: 
easypropondproducts.com/axiom

6 Hidden
Features

Check out Tranquil Décor’s newest 
styles and colors for 2013
With more than a dozen additions to the Tranquil 
Décor collection this year, selecting the perfect wa-
ter feature is made even easier. New larger features 
up to 45" tall provide a striking appearance, and new 
self-contained basin options allow more versatility for 
outdoor or indoor features.

Made with Déco-Crete, an alternative fi ber reinforced 
concrete material, the Tranquil Décor line of bubbling 
fountains, vases and columns off ers the appearance 
and durability of traditional materials without the 
cumbersome weight. These fountains are individual-
ly packaged in “retail friendly” foam lined boxes to 
prevent breakage in shipping. Tranquil Décor foun-

tain kits make it easy on 
the “Do-It-Yourselfer” or 
professional. Kit packages 
include fountain, pump 
and choice of basin with 
optional LED lighting for 
everything needed to add 
a beautiful water feature 
to a patio or landscape.

Visit easypropondprod-
ucts.com and search key-
word “tranquil” to view 
available colors and styles.

Integra Liner: The economical, 
EPDM solution to rising liner costs.
Extreme price increases in 45-mil EPDM liner and ever 
rising freight costs have many water feature customers 
looking at liners made of PVC and HDPE for cost saving 
measures. Integra Liner is an economical 30 mil EPDM 
rubber liner alternative that is fi sh safe, easy to install, 
cost eff ective to ship and has a 25 year warranty. Short 
cores on 100 foot rolls (just over fi ve or seven feet de-
pending on size) make Integra Liner easy to handle and 
store. Large pre-cut sizes are able to ship via parcel car-
riers at a signifi cant savings, making Integra Liner an at-
tractive choice for those looking to reduce overall liner 
costs. 

Contact EasyPro for your free 2013 catalog at 
800-448-3873 or www.easypropondproducts.com
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Power washing removes the patina (biofilm) of a 
pond. Some clients want this done to show off the 
beauty of the stone. However, the pond’s natural 
biological filter is being removed. Cause #8.
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by Jamie Beyer,  
Midwest Waterscapes 

Pea-green soup water in ponds is the result of a bloom of 
single-celled planktonic algae. This algae is free-floating 
algae, which is different from string, or filamentous, 

algae. Free-floating algae requires different control methods 
than those required for string algae. Compared with string 
algae, planktonic algae is much easier to deal with. Being able 
to recognize what causes these single-celled algae species is an 
important part of this equation.

Planktonic algae is caused by an excess of nutrients in the 
water and not enough “critters” (bacteria, invertebrates, and 
good algae) to use them up. Most of these critters’ homes are in 
a layer of life that I call the PATINA of a pond. Most ponderers 
would recognize this as the “slime layer.” It grows on every-
thing that dissolved oxygen (DO) -rich water touches – rocks, 
the liner, plant pots, etc. These microscopic animals also float 
around in the water, but most exist within the patina layer.

The amount of algae (and thus the clarity of the water) can 
vary, from a just some algae to a huge algal bloom (i.e., pea-
green soup). Cold water temperatures inhibit algal reproduc-

tion and growth. This is why most ponds are clearest in winter. 
Clarity can vary from zero inches of visibility to several feet. 
Ideal clarity is when one can see the bottom of a 30-inch deep 
pond. Do not expect swimming-pool clarity.

Suspended sediments, such as soil particles and tannins, 
can also affect clarity. To determine if sediment is the cause 
of reduced clarity, I recommend taking a sample of the pond 
water in a clear glass. Set the glass down for maybe 15 to 30 
minutes so that any sediment settles to the bottom of the glass. 
Backlight the glass to observe. If there is no sediment in the 
bottom of the glass, then planktonic algae and/or dissolved 
tannins from organic matter will be the likely cause of reduced 
water clarity. These two will stay suspended for a much longer 
period of time. Usually, tannins are brownish in color and algae 
are green, so it is fairly easy to determine which one is cloud-
ing the water. Dealing with tannins and sediment will not be 
discussed here.

Any one of the following 30 causes may be enough to 
create the conditions necessary for a planktonic algal bloom. 
It is possible that a combination of several of these causes are 
responsible. The first eight causes discussed below are the most 
frequent reasons for a planktonic algae bloom, creating pea-

Algae Exposed

From Pea-Green to Pristine
Causes of “pea-green soup” pond water and how to avoid them

Pea-green soup pond water caused by planktonic algae is not only unsightly, but it can also make 
it difficult to enjoy the beauty of the fish. High levels of this kind of algae also indicate an underlying 
problem that can probably be easily solved.
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green soup water. To achieve the clearest water, our goal is 
to reduce the excess nutrients and create a balance of the best 
conditions for the critters. A pond itself serves as a biological 
filter, so it must be treated as a living, breathing (i.e., needing 
oxygen) ecosystem. Every one of the following causes relates 
to this goal.

#1 – Your pond is new, and microscopic animals have not 
been able to reproduce and populate it yet. You can speed up 
the process by adding bacteria. However, a pond is not fully 
mature for at least two years, even when bacteria are added. A 
mature pond has a very diverse critter population that includes 
more than just bacteria. It takes time for them to show up.

#2 – The fish are overfed, or they can’t get to the food 
before it dissolves. These excess nutrients are readily used by 
planktonic algae. A good example of this is when the food 
gets sucked into a skimmer box and ground up by the water 
pump. This is very important: make sure all the food is eaten 
before it sinks or is sucked in by the water pump. I recom-
mend feeding only enough food so that it is all eaten within 
five minutes.

#3 – There or too many fish, or the fish are too large for 
the size of the pond they are in.

#4 – There is not enough water circulation in the pond. 
Pump a MINIMUM of one pond volume every two hours. It 
is even better to circulate one pond volume every hour. More 
circulation means higher dissolved oxygen (DO) levels to all 
parts of the pond – top to bottom and from one side to the 
other. Higher DO levels allow larger numbers of critters to 
exist. This rule of thumb basically applies to ponds smaller 

than 10,000 to 20,000 gallons. Once you pump 10,000 to 
20,000 GPH, you have such high circulation that this rule 
can be ignored.

#5 – There is buildup of dead organic matter (such as tree 
leaves) in the pond. This may also be a source of tannins.

#6 – Something died and is decomposing in the pond 
(i.e., fish, frogs, or toads).

#7 – There are very few aquatic plants in the pond. 
Certain plants can use up a lot of organic nutrients. Use a 
variety of plants that take their nutrients directly out of the 
water, such as submerged plants or plants whose roots dangle 
in the water. Water lettuce, water hyacinth, and plants that 

Tree leaves can be a huge source of 
organic load if not removed before they 
decompose. Cause #5

Removing tree leaves can be done in late fall. In this case, the 
pond was drained to not only remove the leaves but also remove 
an over population of fish. Causes #3 and #5
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where all NEW products are available.
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48 Colors!
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Installing a water feature couldn’t be easier than with 
Alantic’s all new Oasis Fountain Kits.

Oasis Fountain Kits

A completely new concept: overfl owing 
vases that glow from within!  These fountain 
pieces are equipped with remote controlled color changing 
lights and are avaliable in three sizes.

Color Changing Vases
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to mate perfectly 
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installation and 
tool-free electrode replacement!

Triton Ionizer
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MD250 Mag Drive Pump
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AWGFT2 Fountain Light

Typhoon Air Pumps

Available in both warm white and Color 
Changing, the NEW SOL Lights 
feature a brass body with an oil 
rubbed fi nish that adds class while 
reducing the heat emitted.

SOL Lighting

Request info at www.pondtrademag.com/infocard r #1908
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are planted on floating island planters 
are good examples. These make excel-
lent “veggie filters.”

#8 – The pond has been scrubbed 
or power-washed, thereby drastically 
reducing the number of critters. In this 
case, see #1 – New Pond.

#9 – Aquatic plant fertilizer tabs may 
not have been pushed completely down 
into the soil, thereby releasing some of 
the fertilizer directly into the water.

#10 – Plant pots are leaking soil or 
fertilizer. Mesh baskets or even pots 
with holes in them can allow fertilizer 
to leach into the water. It would take 
many water lily mesh baskets for this to 
be a potential problem.

#11 – Water has been added from a 
lake, stream, sump pump, or drainage 
ditch. Even shallow well water may add 
excess nutrients. High levels of nitrates 
are often present in surface water and 
shallow wells, especially in areas where 
the ground has been fertilized.

#12 – Runoff from the surround-
ing ground has flowed into the pond 

after a rain. This can bring in all kinds 
of things that can create green water, 
including herbicides, fertilizers, soil, 
and/or any kind of organic matter.

#13 – The pump intake is beneath 
the waterfall, preventing good circula-
tion. Locate the intake of the water 
pump at the other end of the pond, 
away from the waterfall.

#14 – The water pump is shut off 
(at night, for example) or power to it is 
interrupted for a period of time. This 
allows the waterfall/stream to dry out, 
which kills the patina of life in the 
stream. This also reduces the circulation 
in the pond.

#15 – The filamentous algae (string 
algae) was recently killed by an additive. 
The decomposing algae itself can create 
conditions for green water to develop. 
Even though it can look bad, this algae 
can serve as an effective veggie filter, so 
killing it actually removes this type of 
filter. Remove dead string algae if you 
can get to it and replace this type of 
“veggie filter” with one that is desirable.

#16 – Certain pond additives have 
been used or overused. Fish medications, 
algicides that contain copper, and other 
additives can kill the patina’s critters.

#17 – Herbicides or insecticides 
have been used in or around the pond. 
See #16 above.

Providing good circulation with added aeration, waterfalls, or streams will allow dissolved 
oxygen to enter the water. High levels of DO are critical to the health of the patina, the 
fish, and the entire ecosystem. Cause #4.
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#18 – Lawn fertilizer has been over-
spread and some of it has gotten into 
the water garden.

#19 – Night crawlers are dying in 
the pond. This is difficult to determine 
in a pond with a rock bottom. This is 
common in new ponds, where worms 
used to crawl through the area where 
the pond is now. They now encounter 
a rubber liner and crawl up and over the 
edge into the water. This is more of a 
temporary situation.

#20 – Bird feeders are hanging near 
or over the pond or stream, allowing 
birdseed and bird droppings to accu-
mulate in the water.

#21 – A large amount of bird, 
rabbit, dog, or other animal droppings 
are getting into the water. This can also 
occur during the winter when there is 
ice on the pond. The droppings accu-
mulate on the ice, and when it melts 
in the spring, the droppings go to the 
bottom.

#22 – Ducks or geese have access 
to your pond. This is very similar to 
the above two causes, but some people 
do not think of the droppings when 
the cute ducks are swimming in their 
ponds. Their droppings could be a 
problem.

#23 – The pump intake is becoming 
plugged, thereby reducing circulation. 
This can also shorten the life of your 
pump. Use a large enough pre-filter to 
catch the debris before it gets to your 
pump’s impeller.

#24 – Pump output is restricted, 
thereby reducing circulation. 
Inadequately sized outlet tubing can 
restrict the flow. Always upsize the 

HINT –  Smell the pond water. I like to 
get my face right down to the water’s surface 
to smell it. If it’s healthy water, it should 
smell like garden soil: fresh and earthy. If 
it stinks like rotten eggs, especially when 
debris is dredged up off the bottom, then 
we have very low DO levels. The rotten 
egg smell is from toxic hydrogen sulfide 
gases, which can allow pea-green soup 
algae to bloom. These gases are also fish 
killers if the cause(s) are not addressed. 
Immediately remove the excess debris and 
increase circulation.

See the Pond Industry  
Directory at pondsources.com 

http://www.pondtrademag.com/advertisers/pondpro2000
http://www.pondtrademag.com/advertisers/holmesfarm
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outlet of your pump by one size 
(for example, if there is a 1-inch 
outlet on the pump, use 1 1⁄4-inch 
outlet tubing). Other restrictions 
can be caused by a kink in the 
tubing, organic matter buildup 
(i.e., algae) in the tubing, or even 
the filter that the water is pumped 
to becoming plugged.

#25 – The tops of aquatic 
plant pots are not covered with 
large enough gravel. Goldfish and 
koi like to dig into the dirt – it is 
their nature – and the soil that is 
released into the water contains 
nutrients like phosphate, which 
algae grows on. It also may contrib-
ute to cloudiness from suspended 
soil sediments. Goldfish can move 
pea gravel, so use at least 3⁄4-inch 
river rock. Large koi can really do 
some serious digging, so go with 
two-inch river rock on top of your 
dirt when koi are present.

#26 – A high proportion of 
“new” water is being added to 
“old” water. “Old” water is “living 
water,” containing lots of critters, 

whereas new water is relatively 
devoid of life. Using roof water 
by diverting downspouts into the 
pond can literally flush a pond of 
its healthy old water in a heavy 
rainstorm.

#27 – Lots of rain is falling on 
the surface of the pond. This may 
cause an algal bloom due to the 
nitrogen that is dissolved in it. If 
this is the cause, the pond’s ratio 
of critters to nutrients is too low 
anyway.

#28 – Aquatic plant soils 
with high organic content, such 
as compost and/or manure, are 
present. The excess nutrients can 
leak out of the pots. Staining of 
the water by released tannins can 
also occur, thereby reducing the 
clarity. As a side note, it has been 
shown that the compost in the 
soil can retard the growth of your 
aquatic plants. The decomposi-
tion of the compost uses oxygen, 
robbing the plant roots of an 
already limited supply of oxygen. 
This oxygen in the plant root zone 

Using pond vacuums will remove a lot of decomposing organic matter from the bottom of a pond. Cause #5.

HINT –  While your face is at the water’s sur-
face, look for small critters in the water. You should 
see some small invertebrates swimming around, 
especially if you are near the pond’s edge and stir 
the water. This is a sign of a healthy pond with a 
balanced ecosystem.

Finally, if you have gone over this list carefully 
and cannot find the cause of your pea-green soup 
water, then I would recommend pumping out 10 
percent of the pond volume and replace it with normal 
makeup water. Pump this removal water from the 
bottom of the pond. When the weather is warm, I 
would do this a half-dozen times over a period of 
two weeks, with two to three days between each 
exchange of water. However, if the weather is cool 
I would do this over a month. You are removing 
“living water” that I referred to in Cause #25. This 
water is normally good for a pond, but in this case 
you are also removing excess nutrients that may be 
causing your green water. If the pond stays green 
after the conclusion of this exchange of water, then 
something else that I have not discussed here is 
creating the conditions. The only other suggestion I 
would make at this point is to add a biological filter. 
However, I have never had to resort to this for a 
water garden.

A koi pond with lots of big fish and very little plant 
material is a different matter. In this case, a biological 
filter or a two-pond system that includes a water 
garden with lots of plants must be used.
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is critical to good plant growth.
#29 – The pond was emptied and allowed to dry 

out. If this is the case, then a lot of your patina layer died 
and the critter population will have to rebuild itself. 
The addition of bacteria will speed up this process.

#30 – The pea-green algae may not be algae at 
all. It could be a type of protozoan (Euglena) that 
has chlorophyll (which causes the green color) in its 
tissues. Euglena are rare in this type of situation, so 
please do not assume that your green water is caused 
by these protozoans. A microscopic examination will 
determine if Euglena are present. Other than their role 
in less-than-idea water clarity, these types of critters are 
not harmful in a pond. However, they can be hard to 
control. A UV Clarifier will work on them. I normally 

Request info at www.pondtrademag.com/infocard r #1981
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Pots like these are 
commonly used to  
pot aquatic plants. 
Mesh pots and pots 
with holes can release 
fertilizers into the pond. 
Cause #10.

do not recommend UVs, and in this 
case only would I use one. UVs are 
expensive and can hide an underlying 
problem that could stem from one of 
the other causes listed above. a
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By Paula Biles 

The main purpose of koi ponds and water gardens is to see and 
enjoy the inhabitants, fish, and plants. This is true whether you 
design/build ponds, sell plants, or maintain ponds. Whenever 

you can maximize the growing season, pond inhabitants show off better, 
pond owners are happier, and your pond business is more prosperous.

Most people think weather conditions are based only upon loca-
tion and the seasons, so nothing can be done about them. In reality, 
there are many ways to control the light and warmth a yard and its 
ponds actually receive. Being proactive (aka bluffing Mother Nature) 
has benefits for all pond inhabitants. As we Southerners know, plants 
and koi grow when it’s warm. So gaining additional growing time can 
make a big difference, literally and figuratively.

Plant Profit

Bluffing Mother Nature 
for Beauty and Profit
Tactics to extend the season

Photos by Paula Biles

An extraordinary water lily was hybridized for shady ponds — Nymphaea “Silcus 
Eternicus.” It provides constant blooms (24/7) and won’t get eaten by koi.

Some tropical marginals, like the Papyrus family, can 
be overwintered indoors. Since they won’t go dormant, 
their growth starts earlier in the spring.
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Nature regulates aquatic plant performance with 
two things: light and water temperature. Since both 
are direct results of how much sunlight reaches the 
pond water, our bluffing strategy has two compo-
nents: maximizing sunlight for the inhabitants and 
retaining heat in the water. When we master this 
game before the season starts and as it ends, the 
viewing and growing season gets longer in early 
spring and late fall, sometimes by several weeks.

Microclimates
A microclimate results when local conditions 

vary from the surrounding region. (For example, 
thanks to their microclimate, my neighbor’s 
garden with a sunnier exposure grows better roses 
than we do.) Factors that influence a microclimate 
can be natural or man-made and their importance 
should not be underestimated.

It is possible to intentionally create a microcli-
mate in order to extend optimum conditions for 
pond dwellers. Existing surroundings can be modi-
fied and artificial assemblies can be constructed. The 
dual objectives are to maximize sunlight on the pond 
and provide shelter from prevailing cool winds.

Maximize Light
Variations in the duration and strength of 

solar radiation cause seasonal temperature fluctua-
tions, which obviously affect pond temperatures. 
In addition, day length is usually the most criti-
cal factor for regulating plant growth, flowering, 
and dormancy. (Winter days can be seven hours 
shorter than summer days, depending upon lati-
tude.) So besides contributing more heat, lots of 
sunshine is also necessary to push plants out of the 
winter cycle and into their growing season.

Light intensity on a pond surface varies with 
elevation, latitude, season, and weather condi-
tions. And even in gin- clear water, the amount 
of sunlight plummets as you go deeper. Of course, 
in bourbon-clear or algae-tinged water, the effect 
is even more pronounced. Determine the sunni-

Lotus (top) needs plenty of light and warmth for a few 
months before blooming. Speed the process by plant-
ing tubers on top of the soil and then weigh them down 
with stones. Unfortunately, most flowering aquatics 
(middle) require more sunlight than the non-blooming 
types. Even though iris blooms for a very short period, 
it still prefers full sun. Place water lilies (bottom) in the 
sunniest part of the pond each spring to speed their 
growth. This winter photo shows a fence shadow.   
During summer the pond is in full sun almost all day.
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est spots in the yard and in the ponds by 
checking for patterns of sun and shade 
throughout the year. Survey any shadows 
cast by plants, houses, or fences and pay 
special attention to sunny locations in the 
spring. (Websites and apps about land-
scape photography or gardening include 
data on daylight length and sun angles.)

When designing a pond, orient it 
toward the south or southwest and take 
your sun/shade survey into account. If 
that is not practical, keep the pond as 
open as possible to available sunlight. 
Create a sunny spot for water lilies even 
when the sun is lower in the offseasons. If 
necessary, accentuate winter sun by trim-
ming branches and strategically planting 
deciduous trees. That will let sunlight 
penetrate in the cold seasons but provide 
shade during summer.

Another way to maximize the solar 
radiation reaching ponds is to change the 
height or location of fences and overhead 
lattices to take advantage of the sun’s lower 
angle during early spring. (When carefully 
planned, garden structures can still provide 
adequate shade during the summer when 
the sun is higher in the sky.)

Retain Heat
Controlling undesirable winds creates 

a warmer microclimate, a major factor for 

Increased daylight and warmth are Nature’s signals telling 
plants and animals to grow. To jump-start aquatic plants, maxi-
mize the amount of light and heat at their crowns (growing tips) 
before the season begins ... and at the end.

1 Design water gardens in the warmest, brightest spot in the 
yard, ideally with southern or southwestern orientation.

2 Place plant containers very close to the water surface, in 
spots where the sun is strongest and the water temperature 
highest. Place the water lily crown about 3-4 inches below the 
water surface. Once the plants get good growth, gradually 
lower them or move to them shadier areas.

3 Prop up pots on black file crates. Bricks or concrete blocks 
can also be used with precautions. Protect the liner under the 
bottom blocks. When fish are present, make sure cement is 
weathered to prevent leaching. Remove the blocks or wrap 
rough edges during spawning.

4 Cover the pond surface with bubble wrap or styrofoam in 
evenings to retain heat. Or make a temporary, inexpensive 
greenhouse over the pond from arched PVC pipe covered with 
clear plastic sheeting.

5 Pre-start tender tropical lilies in a small outdoor pond, tank, 
or tub. Place it in full sun where you can control the water 
temperature. If possible, use either an aquarium or stock tank 
heater, depending on the pond’s size.

6 Create a mini-pond in the basement, with artificial lights and 
heaters. Or make use of a heated jacuzzi during the off-season 
when no one is using it.

7 Borrow a friend’s greenhouse to keep plants for a few weeks 
before the season starts. This will help the plants warm up ear-
lier and get a running start on the growing season.

8 Keep some tropical marginals indoors over the winter. Since 
they won’t go dormant, growth starts earlier in the spring. Dwarf 
Papyrus and Umbrella Palm are two that make great house-
plants. Remove all insects before bringing them inside, keep 
then in a bright spot, and use deep saucers to keep them moist.

9 DO NOT hurry the spring planting process. Putting tropical 
plants into the pond when the water temperature is too low can 
send them back into dormancy. Then they take extra long to 
start growing. Tropical water lilies must have constant water 
temperatures of 70-75 degrees Fahrenheit.

9 Ways to Bluff Mother Nature and Win a Longer Water Lily Growing Season

Creating a warmer winter microclimate has many benefits. The “pond enjoyment” sea-
son is extended. The yard, “pond owners,” fish, and plants are more comfortable. And 
the businesses that made it possible are more successful.
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a more comfortable yard and more productive garden. It 
also helps with the ambient pond temperature and reduced 
cooling of the surface water.

Cold water is heavier, so when water cools it gets denser 
— until it reaches 40 degrees Fahrenheit. Below that point 
it becomes lighter, which is why ice floats. As temperatures 
rise in the spring, the surface water becomes warmer and 
lighter while the cooler, denser water forms a layer under-
neath. Maintaining the warm top strata is crucial to get a 
jump-start for plants.

In the spring, obtaining and retaining pond heat is 
important, especially at night when most of it is lost. 
Structures and plantings can protect against cold blasts, 
which usually come from the north. Walls and fences 
can also be painted a light color to generate radiant heat. 
Contrary to what most folks think, a solid barrier provides 
minimal wind protection. The wind simply blows over it 
and continues a few feet downwind. However, ventilated 

Heat and light are essential to jump-start plants. 
Place lilies very shallow to start, then gradually 
lower them as they develop. Never put tropical 
lilies in until the water is consistently above 70 

degrees Fahrenheit.

Request info at www.pondtrademag.com/infocard r #1999

http://www.pondtrademag.com/advertisers/sicce
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screens or fences disperse and slow down 
cooling winds. Compared with the effect of 
a solid fence, they are much more effective at 
retaining the heat generated within the pond.

The Benefits
So you see we’re not really trying to fool 

Mother Nature, but rather to adapt her own 
strategies and produce a longer season. To 
create a warmer microclimate we maximize 
her most precious wintertime commodity 
(sunlight) and minimize the most undesir-
able (wind). Our goal is to get light under-
water to the aquatic plants and trap heat in 
the pond.

With a little manipulation, we can gain 
several extra weeks of growth for our fish 
and aquatic plants. So, whether you design 
a new pond or maintain an existing one, 
create a better and longer growing season 
for the pond dwellers. They will be happier 
and so will the pond owners. a

When conditions are right (ample sun and warmth), water lilies provide a steady  
supply of blossoms. When Nature doesn’t cooperate, try bluffing. (See Sidebar)

Tender aquatics like this “Dauben” (above right) can be pre-started in a small tank. It should be in full sun with a heater if possible. This 
successful planting became permanent. Without adequate sunlight, (above left) water lilies may grow but they will not bloom much. 
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by Dave Jones, 
IPPCA

On the Wednesday prior to INFO TANZA ’12, 
more than two dozen contractors from all over the 
country converged in Longwood, Fla. to start our 

7th annual Ponditat For Humanity pond build. With a family 
fallen on truly hard times and a small pond with three large koi 
desperately needing an upgrade, the ground was set for another 
successful build.

This year’s sponsor for the Ponditat For Humanity event 
was Savio Engineering. Our sincerest thanks to Keith and 
Valerie Steele, as well as Rick Bartel of the Savio Water 
Feature Institute, who attended the event and spent most 
of his time imparting tips and tricks of the trade to all who 

Team Build

Ponditat For Humanity 2012
Sponsors and attendees 
help Florida family in need



47POND Trade Magazine March/April 2013

Ultimate Purity and Freshness for 
Maximum Growth and Beauty

M I Z U H O™  P R E M I U M  J A P A N E S E  K O I  G R O W T H  F E E D S :

The Ultimate Easy-to-use, Stay-Fresh Packaging
• Resealable spout ensures maximum freshness and quality over course of use

• Foil bag contains moisture and oxygen scavengers

High-Quality Formulations for Superior Growth and Color
• High-quality Fishmeal Protein for easy digestion and maximum growth

• High levels of Spirulina and Paracoccus for brilliant color (Color Floating Pellets only)

The Cleanest Growth Feed Available
• No unwanted fillers or additives

• Contains only the necessary ingredients for healthy fish, high-growth and bright colors 

• Keeps ponds clean and clear

Affordable and Convenient
• Lowest priced premium feed on the market

• Reduces cost and waste because less feed is required

Visit us: MizuhokoiAsk your retailer for Mizuho feeds, order at: www.mizuho-koi.com or call 1-877-732-3276

Manufactured by Marubeni Nisshin, one of the most respected names in Japanese fish culture, and distributed by Reed Mariculture Inc.

 H IGH  GROWTH  S INK ING  PELLETS  CO L O R  F L OAT I N G  P EL L ETS  N O R MA L  F L OAT I NG  PELLETS  AVAILABLE IN THREE 
FORMULATIONS:

EASY ORDERING

New Spout 
Design 

(Available mid-2013)
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Request info at www.pondtrademag.com/infocard r #1973

were there. We would also like to thank 
all the sponsors for the event T-shirts: 
Savio, MICROBE-LIFT, ShinMaywa, 
Atlantic Water Gardens, EasyPro Pond 
Products, Hikari Sales, Tsurumi Pump, 
and POND Trade Magazine. Thank 
you again to all.

Some of the other attendees of the 
two-day build who deserve special 
thanks are: Demi Fortuna, Eric Triplett, 
Mike White, Freddie Combas, Max 
Taylor, Lloyd and Kari Lightsley, 
Randy Stewart, Ben Timmerman, and 
many more. A sincere thanks to all 
who contributed to this year’s success, 
and my apologies to the many who 
attended and contributed but were not 
mentioned here. a

More photos on page 48.

http://www.pondtrademag.com/advertisers/mizuho
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Ponditat for Humanity
The happy 
recipients - the 
Stuart family 
from Longwood, 
Florida.
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Trade News To see full press release and additional new items go to  
www.pondtrademag.com/tradenews

It’s an Industry First from            
Blue Ridge Hatchery

Blue Ridge Fish Hatchery has announced that 
starting in 2013, they will be offering a 30 day, 
no questions asked guarantee on all fish that they 
produce. Blue Ridge has agreed to replace or issue 
credit for fish if customers are dissatisfied with the 
size, quality or health of the fish received. In this 
value driven economy, we felt that our customers 
would appreciate the after-sale support that this 
kind of guarantee would bring.

 
Blue Ridge Fish Hatchery 
www.blueridgekoi.com 
staff@blueridgefishhatchery.com 
1 800 334 5257 

Innovative American Concepts, LLC,        
introduces Rudy’s Rock 

This new product allows your customers the ability to 
enjoy the combined elements of earth, air, fire and water, 
all converging in an amazing self-contained display, 
designed to create a perfectly serene and tranquil outdoor 
living environment with which to relax and entertain.

This one of a kind “Fire-On-Water” feature is made 
of quality, non-destructive, environmentally friendly, 
recycled GFRS stone material. 

For more information please visit our website 3R-
Manufacturing.com or contact our customer service 
department at 505-506-2961

EasyPro’s New 2013 
Catalog Available

EasyPro Pond Products of 
Grant, Michigan has their 
new catalog available for 
2013. We have increased our 
product line and offer you 
a large catalog packed with 
professional and do-it-your-
self pond products.

To request your full 
color catalog or for more 
information on EasyPro 
products call 800-448-
3873 or visit our website 
easypropondproducts.com/
catalog-request.

InsectShield® Work Clothes 
Insect Shield® products are ideal for a variety of recre-

ational activities such as hiking, fishing, gardening, canoeing 
and camping – just about everyone on a gift list. The tech-
nology is EPA registered, can be worn or used by the entire 
family and protects against a variety of insects that can cause 
Lyme disease, malaria and other dangerous diseases.

Contact: Janine Robertson
janinerobertson@insectshield.com
Cell: 206-354-9093
www.insectshield.com

Lifegard® Led Stream Fountain
Lifegard Aquatics has introduced their Multi Colored LED STREAM 

FOUNTAIN designed to add elegance and fun to any backyard pond or fountain 
by featuring a stream of color changing LED light inside an arc of moving water 
up to 13’ long. This compact s.s.unit can be installed and operated with most 
small pumps, either buried below ground or submerged in water. Contains 

sponge filters to protect from elements and includes a 
16’ power cord and 12 volt, 3 x 3 LED. Available 

models include Multi-Color Changing Stream 
Fountain, Remote Controlled unit that locks on 
desired color or allows all colors to rotate and 
Complete Fountain Kit including Quiet One® 

2200 Pond Pump, 20’ Cord, Sponge Pre-Filter, 
Hose and all fittings and valves.

Lifegard Aquatics
562-404-4129
info@lifegardaquatics.com

www.lifegardaquatics.com
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Atlantic Water                             
Gardens introduces  
Stainless Steel Scuppers

Atlantic Water Gardens adds an elegant new 
dimension to their formal water feature line with 
the addition of Stainless Steel Scuppers. They 
are constructed of durable 304 stainless steel and 
available in the same sizes as Atlantic’s popular 
Colorfalls. These sleek, modern scuppers put a 
fresh shine on any formal water feature project.

Available in 12”, 24” and 36” widths, these 
scuppers feature a 5” lip extension, a fully 
welded enclosure and come equipped with a 
1-year warranty.

For further information please contact:
James Chubb, National Sales Manager
Atlantic Water Gardens
616-914-9953
jim@atlanticwatergardens.com
www.atlanticwatergardens.com

Alpine Corporation Awarded True Value Top Honor
Commerce, CA October, 2012 – Alpine Corporation was recently named 2012 

Vendor of the Year for the True Value Home & Garden Showplace. This is the second 
time in three years Alpine has received this coveted award. 

Based in California, Alpine Corporation is an importer of garden and pond prod-
ucts servicing the global market with intellectual property such as patents and copy-
rights. Alpine Corporation believes that satisfaction of its customers is essential and 
looks forward to growing not only their business but the businesses of their retailers 
through innovative product design and eye catching merchandising.

 
For more information, contact:
Alpine Corporation 
www.alpine4u.com 
877-710-0162

Aqua Bella Designs’ introduces our UNIQUE 
Stone and Glass Column Fountains!

These fountains were designed by our own artists and each 
one is constructed by our own craftsmen. Hand cut natural 
stone and colored luminescent glass is joined together to create 
an unprecedented look with running water and light. We can 
customize our Stone-Glass columns per your specifications or 
you can order from our pre-fabricated selection in stock.

Stone-Glass Columns are 16˝ wide x 16˝ deep x 28˝ high and 
15˝ wide x 15˝ deep x 38˝ high. Decorative colored glass can be 
customized for your project or you can use the beautiful selection 
that is in stock.

Contact us at: 800-617-5565  
info@aquabelladesigns.com  

Trade News

API® Launches Pond Food Line for Clean, 
Healthy Water and Complete Fish Nutrition

Mars Fishcare, North America is excited to announce 
API® has broadened its family line of products by launch-
ing API Pond Food. API continues their commitment to 
helping consumers enjoy their fish ponds and water gardens 
by expanding its expertise of aquatics into pond fish nutri-
tion. API Pond Food delivers protein bound amino acids, 
which are highly utilized, resulting in less waste and better 
water quality. API is the first to deliver a diet infused with 
zeolite to reduce toxic ammonia. Pond Food comes in a 
variety of sizes and complete line consisting of Pond Fish, 
Cool Water, Koi and Large Koi.

Jeffrey Tyo, Sales Director of North America for Mars 
Fishcare, said, “We’re thrilled to launch API Pond Food 
as it aligns with the long history of innovation around the 
brand. Developed by the team at the Waltham Centre for 
Pet Nutrition, we successfully revolutionized pond nutrition 
by delivering a patented manufacturing process with a diet 
that creates the healthiest water imaginable and is also100% 
nutritionally complete. This is an exciting time for the API 
brand, pond food and the industry.”

Mars Fishcare, North America, Inc.
215-822-8181
www.marsfishcare.com
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Trade News

Mainland Mart’s Oceanmist®           
LED Light Ring

This exciting product includes 6 or 12 LED 
lights. Each LED light angle is adjustable within 
30° for better light effect, and is available in 
cool white, warm white or synchronized color 
changing. Product comes with center nozzle 
fixture parts. The detachable buoy helps to 
build a beautiful, floating lighted fountain.

Mainland Mart Corp.
626-258-2928
www.MainlandMart.com

Outdoor Water  
Solutions Expands Line 
of Wind Driven Aera-
tion Systems with a DIY 
Wood Kit

Outdoor Water Solutions has 
announced an expanded line of 
wind driven aerators for the 2013 
season. We are expanding the line 
by offering a DIY (Do it Yourself) 
kit for those that want to build 
their own windmill towers. This 
gives you or your customer the 
option to save some money or to 
use the wood of your choice.

These kits come in several differ-
ent versions. They can be sold as 
either an ornamental or functional 
windmill. They can also be galvanized or the head can be powder coated in a wide 
range of colors. Accessories for the functional compressors include both weighted 
and non-weighted airline, a choice of air stone diffusers or low psi rubber membrane 
diffusers, etc. Each kit comes with the windmill head, mounting brackets, tower hard-
ware and full set of plans and cut sheets. See our ad on page 14 of this publication.

Water Solutions 
866-471-1614
www.Outdoorwatersolutions.com

To see full press release and additional new items go to  
www.pondtrademag.com/tradenews

Hunting Creek Fisheries Receives Grant
Hunting Creek Fisheries (“HCF”) was selected as 

one of 17 grant recipients within the Maryland Energy 
Administration (“MEA”) Kathleen A. P. Mathias 
Agriculture Energy Efficiency Program. HCF was the 

only aquaculture facility to 
be selected. 

Hunting Creek Fisheries 
will install an outdoor 
wood gasification furnace 
in its aquaculture grow-out 
facility in addition to new 

energy efficient pumps. HCF will also install energy effi-
cient lighting throughout its facilities. These measures are 
estimated to reduce energy consumption by 60%, elimi-
nate the use of over 5,000 gallons of propane per year on 
average, and will significantly reduce HCF’s carbon foot-
print. This grant will take them one step closer to becom-
ing a net-zero farm. Additionally, the significant increase 
in operational efficiency will allow them to expand their 
product line with new, innovative varieties of fish.

For more information contact:  
   Hunting Creek Fisheries  
   www.huntingcreekfisheries.com. 

 

 

 
 

Media Contact: 6916 Blacks Mill Road 
Matt Klinger Thurmont, MD 21788 
Cell: (703) 489-2690 (301) 271-7475 
matt@huntingcreekfisheries.com www.huntingcreekfisheries.com 

 
 

--- FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE --- 
 

Press Release – Hunting Creek Fisheries receives grant from Maryland Energy Administration’s 
Kathleen A. P. Mathias Agriculture Energy Efficiency Program 

 
Thurmont, MD (December 5th, 2012) – Hunting Creek Fisheries (“HCF”) was selected as one of 17 grant 

recipients within the Maryland Energy Administration (“MEA”) Kathleen A. P. Mathias Agriculture 

Energy Efficiency Program.  HCF was the only aquaculture facility to be selected.  The full press release 

can be downloaded from the “Press Release” section of the MEA’s website at: 

http://energy.maryland.gov/documents/EnergyEfficiencyGrantsAwardedtoMarylandFarms.pdf 

 

Hunting Creek Fisheries will install an outdoor wood gasification furnace in its aquaculture grow-out 

facility in addition to new energy efficient pumps.  HCF will also install energy efficient lighting 

throughout its facilities.  These measures are estimated to reduce energy consumption by 60%, eliminate 

the use of over 5,000 gallons of propane per year on average, and will significantly reduce HCF’s carbon 

footprint.  “This grant will take us one step closer to becoming a net-zero farm which has been my goal 

since 2009 when I took over my family’s farm.  Additionally, the significant increase in operational 

efficiency will allow us to stay true to our roots by continuing to expand our product line with new, 

innovative varieties of fish,” says Matt Klinger, President of Hunting Creek Fisheries.  For more details on 

the project, please contact Matt Klinger at matt@huntingcreekfisheries.com. 

Hunting Creek Fisheries, Inc. is a family owned and operated 125 acre fish farm in the shadows of the 

Catoctin Mountains.  HCF’s product line includes numerous varieties of goldfish, koi, golden orfe, aquatic 

plants, and their own formula of floating fish feed, the same formula used on the farm.  The farm has been 

certified as disease free throughout its history.  HCF is a proud member of the National Aquaculture 

Association, the International Waterlily and Water Gardening Society, and the National Ornamental 

Goldfish Growers Association (NOGGA).  For more information about Hunting Creek Fisheries visit our 

website at www.huntingcreekfisheries.com. 

### 

Hydrocotyle Ranunculoides 
‘Crystal Ball’ Variegated     
Buttercup Pennywort

‘Crystal Ball’ is the newest ornamen-
tal introduction of native origin from 
Aquascapes Unlimited, Inc. – a native wetland 
plant nursery located in Pipersville, PA. ‘Crystal 
Ball’ was discovered as a sport, isolated, developed, 
trialed, and propagated for 3 years in the nursery.

“We see lots of variegation in our nursery because we grow hundreds of 
thousands of plants annually and everyone here is always on the lookout for 
something unusual. However, we only introduce a plant into the market 
if we think they have staying power. ‘Crystal Ball’ has that potential and is 
truly one in a million.”

‘Crystal Ball’ was 1st introduced (in honor of Greg Speichert, who 
founded Crystal Palace Perennials – a nursery dedicated to developing and 
introducing new plant varieties to the wholesale trade) at the Perennial 
Plant Symposium (PPA) on July 6th, 2012. Greg was an outstanding 
plantsman who unfortunately passed away suddenly while attending a 
plants conference at Longwood Gardens in PA. 

‘Crystal Ball’ “looks” best as an accent plant sweeping down a waterfall 
or cascading over the edge of a planted container. Excellent for lighting up 
a dark corner of the water garden as it is shade tolerant. 

For more information visit www.aquascapesunlimited.com
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Dior the “Wonder Dog” enjoying his pond.

FINAL THOUGHT...
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JUST RIGHT.
Designed right. Built right.

Outdoor Living

lg-outdoor.com
Hotline 888.956.0000

Removable 
pre-screen

Add on screens

Accepts threaded 
fittings (not included)

Easy carry handle

Rope or cable 
loop for deep 
installation

Screw attachment 
to keep screen in 
place

Mounting holes 
in all four feet

Intake and discharge 
with pipe (SPIG) and 
MNPT options

Accepts rubber 
coupling (not included) Built Right

Little Giant wet rotor    
pumps are ideal for virtually  

any decorative water application.        
   Offering flexibility and durability, 

        these pumps will last for years to come.

           Features:

 Install horizontally or vertically

     Seal-less design for longer life   

 Optimal performance

 Two year warranty

Please visit our new website, 
www.lg-outdoor.com, for more 
information and to download the 
new, comprehensive catalog.

www.pondtrademag.com/infocard/    #1958
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