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May 28 - 30 
Louisville Koi and Goldfish Show 
3821 Hunsinger Lane,  
Louisville, Kentucky
www.louisvillekoiclub.com

June 25 - 26 
Pond-O-Rama Tour 
St. Louis Water Garden Society
Various locations, Missouri
www.slwgs.org

July - August (5 Saturdays) 
Turtle Crawl Water Garden Tour 
Kansas City Water Garden Society
Various locations
www.kcwatergardens.com

August 24 - 28 
IWGS Symposium 
Naples, Florida
www.iwgs.org/symposium

August 27 - 30 
Pondemonium 
Q Center
St Charles, Illinois
www.aquascapeinc.com

October 19 - 20 
Your Pond Farm Tradeshow  
Barto, Pennsylvania
www.yourpondfarm.com

October 19 - 21 
Hardscape North America  
Kentucky Exposition Center
Louisville, Kentucky
www.hardscapena.com

November 15 - 17 
International Pool | Spa | Patio Expo  
Las Vegas Convention Center
Las Vegas, Nevada
www.poolspapatio.com

Upcoming Events

Are you attending an event that you think others should know about? Are you hosting an event and 
want more people to come? Send event information to llgelles@pondtrademag.com.
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Yes indeed, pond season is in full swing. While it's 
true that many of you have nice weather year-
round, those of us in four-season climates dream 

about and eagerly await the thaw of winter and start of 
spring, when we can return to enjoying the outdoors — and 

specifically, our yards and ponds. 
Are you ready for the new season? 

Are your creative juices flowing? Are 
you fully staffed, or are you looking for 
more high-quality help? There are so 
many questions to ponder as summer 
lurks right around the corner.

As you ramp up your business 
and start to address some of these 
questions, we at POND Trade have 
you covered. From innovative design 
ideas to koi color guides, and from 
construction war stories to the latest 

in aquatic planting techniques, we are proud to be your go-to 
bimonthly resource for all things POND.

Speaking of being in 'full swing,' did you catch the cover 
of this issue? We are so excited to feature a golf course on the 
magazine cover for the first time. Don't miss Alexander Castro's 
article "Avoiding the Rough," which starts on the next page. 
Talk about a tee-rrifically big project!

If you're struggling with "designer's block" as you create new 
aquatic art, we've got several stories in this issue that may be 
of special interest to you. Jamie Beyer is back with a checklist 
of essential design considerations that could save you a lot of 
post-construction headaches ("Before You Dig," pg. 15). I also 
enjoyed Tim Woods' article about the importance of rock selec-
tion and placement ("Rock-it Science," pg. 20) if you're looking 
to set your pond apart from run-of-the-mill waterscapes.

Hardscapes, too, can have a huge impact on how well a water 
feature blends in with its surroundings. Brian Fitzsimmons 
shares three examples of how the right hardscape can change 
the entire feel of a water-feature project ("Beyond the Pond," pg. 
36). Finally, if your customer is interested in koi, it's important 
to know how to identify body markings and understand why the 
colors can actually change over time ("In Living Color," pg. 43).

Happy PONDering!

Spring in Full Swing
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Pond Construction

Avoiding the

Large-scale waterscape renovation  
at Florida golf course

by Alexander Castro, 
Tranquil WaterScapes Inc.

As we all know, water features can take on 
many shapes and sizes. Because of this, the 
designs and level of filtration for natural 

water features can vary from feature to feature. 
Too often, any issues surrounding how a feature 
is initially designed and built won’t be understood 
fully until after the feature is completed and has 
had time to mature and age. This is especially the 
case with large-scale water features, or lined bodies 
of water with some type of waterfall or fountain 

feature for people to interact with and enjoy. 
Case in point: one of our recent projects in South 
Florida. 

This Design Stinks!
We were approached to consult on an exist-

ing waterfall feature at a high-end country club 
in Palm Beach Gardens, Florida. For 15 years, the 
main focal-point water feature, which is adjacent 
to the award-winning golf course and just outside 
the dining area, had been part of an open system 
of water features whose main source was the prop-
erty’s system of lined retention lakes. 

ROUGH

Plumbing was documented and contained in 
2-foot-deep trenches to ensure that damages 
to the feature could be avoided in the event of 

any future golf course renovations. 

This aerial shot shows the pond 
after gunite installation. The rock 
outcroppings are complete; the 
next step is to install the texture 
and finishes.  
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Over the course of 15 years, the 
golf course’s lakes had matured and 
aged, rendering the water problem-
atic as a source for water features. The 
lake water was full of abundant solids, 
and when the water was aerated by the 
waterfalls, it created a moist-like odor. 
This odor, of course, was not well 

received by club members trying to 
enjoy lunch or dinner on the outside 
patio. 

During our initial meetings with 
the golf course designers and manage-
ment, it became clear that even though 
they understood they could address the 
lakes and slowly minimize the effects of 
time, they wanted a more immediate 
and drastic change to correct what they 
felt was poor design planning. Since the 
golf course and clubhouse were about 
to undergo a major renovation, it was 
time to address these issues once and 
for all. 

Hitting the Course
In order to correct the issues at hand 

and answer the club members’ call to 
have clean water, we decided to convert 
the existing open-system feature into 
a closed system with filtration and 
a completely different aesthetic. We 
couldn’t start from scratch, as we only 

had four months to plan, demolish and 
rebuild the feature ahead of the grand 
reopening of the golf course.

The feature consisted of many small 
falls that cascaded down to multiple 
waterfalls and creeks that traversed 
multiple holes of play on the golf course 
(primarily holes No. 9 and 18) and 
ended at the main clubhouse. Because 
of our inability to control the streams 
that were part of the golf course fairways 
and all the nearby irrigation runoffs, 
mowing, fertilizers and the occasional 
golfer, we decided to keep the original 
open-system design and simply reno-

vate and reroute the creek system.  
Excavation of the new creek began in 

July 2021 and needed to be completed 
by the end of August for the golf turf 
to have enough time to be installed and 
grow for the first round to be played in 
November. So that we didn’t disturb or 
induce major time-consuming changes 
to the lake liners with an already tight 
construction schedule, we tied back into 
part of the old creek at the water’s edge. 

The creek was constructed of 40-mil 
RPE liner with 12-oz geotextile fabric 
under and inside the liner. The new 
liner was structurally attached to the 
old creek structure with stainless-steel 
fasteners applied to a batten strip and 
lap sealant. This was done in a loca-
tion where the new stream liner could 
overlap the old stream concrete with 
enough uphill grade so that water 
could not flow backwards. We then 
used 4 inches of shotcrete to cover the 
liner, protect it from any unintentional 
damages and create a seamless connec-
tion to the existing creek components. 
Florida caprock limestone boulders 
were strategically placed to create water 
movement and add access points to 
the opposing side of the creek (just in 
case a golfer was having a rough day on 
the course and needed to retrieve a ball 
from a duff or a flub). 

Since the creek portion was now 
an independent feature, we installed 
a new feature pump to recirculate 
water from the lake intake up to 
a waterfall adjacent to the putting 
green on the ninth hole. For this, we 
used a 15-Horsepower pump with a 
variable-speed drive to allow us to 
control and fine tune the waterfalls 
to achieve the maximum effect.

Upper Pond Construction
While the creek work was being 

performed, a separate crew was busy 
demolishing part of the waterfalls 
that connected the main waterfall to 
the creeks, as well as a large portion 
of the original main waterfall. 

In the design phase of the new 
water feature, the club had requested 
that a large upper pond be incor-
porated into the design as a way to 
aesthetically make the feature tie into 
the other falls and creeks on the prop-
erty, which all have connections to 
large bodies of water. 

Since the new feature would not 
connect to any existing lakes, a large 
upper pond was created to provide 
the same feel. A portion of the origi-
nal waterfalls was left in place, and the 
new upper pond would be tied into it, 
with the remaining waterfall features 

incorporated into the new closed-
system design. 

This new upper basin feature is 170 
feet long by 90 feet wide with multiple 
rock outcroppings and lush landscap-
ing. Once again, a 40-mil RPE liner 
was used with 12-oz geotextile fabric 
installed both under and inside the 
liner. To achieve a structural connec-
tion from the upper pond to the 
waterfalls, the pond was connected 
using the same overlap technique 
and batten-strip attachment that was 
used in the creek work. Two spillways 
were cut into the remaining water-
fall courses to create a seamless and 
natural look between the new upper 
pond and the remaining waterfall 
features. 

Sticking to Our Gun(ite)s
After the liner construction on the 

upper basin, we then used rebar and 
wire mesh to create a structural skel-
eton inside the pond liner. We shot 
186 yards of gunite to create the struc-
tural shell. We often use this concrete-
over-liner technique in commercial 
settings. This is our preferred method 
over a liner-and-rock-only feature in 
large-scale projects, especially when 
the design calls for no aquatic life. 
This method is also a good choice for 

A pneumatic breaker (opposite page, left) was used 
to remove a portion of the old waterfalls. The upper 
pond area (opposite page, right) is prepped and ready 
to begin excavation. Underlayment fabric (above, left) 
is installed prior to the liner. Gunite (above, right) was 
applied over liner to create a protective and structural 
layer over the main pond liner. The design phase 
provided the client with a clear picture (below) of how 
the new pond and waterfalls would interact with the 
existing features and landscape.

The lake water was full of abundant solids, and when 
the water was aerated by the waterfalls, it created 
a moist-like odor. This odor, of course, was not well 
received by club members trying to enjoy lunch or 
dinner on the outside patio.
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preventing any unforeseen damages to 
the liner, especially where large boul-
ders are used and a more natural shape 
is required. 

If you are not familiar with this type 
of construction or method, the liner 

and underlayment act as a primary 
waterproofing, and the concrete acts as 
a structural layer as well as an aesthetic 
layer. This is different from pool shell-
style construction with an 8-inch 
concrete shell built and waterproofing 
applied on the surface of the concrete.

Filtration Overhaul
With the original feature inadequately 

filtered, a large emphasis was put on the 
filtration design and components. Keep 
in mind, this feature does not have any 
aquatic life, therefore enabling consis-
tent treatments to achieve the primary 
objective — clear water.

Water movement for the feature 
includes a pair of 10-Horsepower feature 
pumps with variable-speed drives that 
produce the desired 480 gallon-per-minute 
flow rate over the waterfalls. The filtration 
is achieved by a 5-Horsepower pump, also 
with a variable-speed drive that allows for 
dialing in the feature turnover as well as 
maximizing electrical usage. 

All pumps pull water from the 
lower basin through individual suction 

grids. The filtration pump has multiple 
skimmer suctions in addition to its 
suction grid. The filtration pump then 
feeds two Koi Smart Bio Gen coarse 
media filters. 

Because this feature requires a 

consistent dosage of treatments, a treat-
ment feeder was installed, providing 
crystal-clear water and ease of main-
tenance, especially during our rainy 
Florida summers when treatments are 
often adversely affected by weather.

It’s Tee Time!
As many club members were away 

during construction, there was lots of 
excitement and buzz during the last few 
weeks of this project. Many members 
could not believe the transformation 
that had occurred in such a short time. 
In fact, some could not believe that 
some of the features were a part of the 
original water feature! Seeing the smiles 
on people’s faces when they saw the 
transformation for the first time was 
truly rewarding — not to mention the 
news from the club of increased use of 
the dining patio!

We completed the renovation in 
November 2021, just as planned and in 
time for the Thanksgiving holiday and 
the first round of golf. Large projects 
and short timelines are not without their 

struggles, especially at an active job site 
like this golf-course renovation. Many 
different teams performed many differ-
ent tasks on this project to achieve one 
end goal: a crystal-clear, tranquil water 
feature for all to enjoy! a

Clear water (left) flows over the renovated waterfalls. The new upper pond basin and main cascade falls (right) are visible from the clubhouse's out-
door dining patio.

With the original feature inadequately filtered, a large 
emphasis was put on the filtration design and components. About the Author

Alexander Castro is the presi-
dent and founder of 
Tranquil Waterscapes 
Inc. and Koi Smart 
Pond Supply LLC, both 
located in West Palm 
Beach, Florida. He 
has a love for all things 
nature and is extremely 

passionate about his businesses and the 
industry that he has immersed himself in.

Alex has over 15 years experience in 
the water-feature industry. He serves as 
the lead designer and creative director 
at Tranquil Waterscapes, which designs, 
constructs and maintains all aquatic environ-
ments. He has successfully led many proj-
ects, leaving an everlasting mark on each 
of them and doing what he is most passion-
ate about: bringing water to life.

Passion, knowledge and hard work 
have helped him lay the foundation for 
his success. At the end of the day, Alex is 
honored to be a part of an industry that has 
a piece of his heart. The rest of his heart 
belongs to his two beautiful children, his 
wife and fishing the Florida Keys.  
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by Jamie Beyer, 
Midwest Waterscapes

Most pond builders who have 
built even one pond have 
probably wondered, “If only 

I had checked ‘X,’ I would have saved 
so much time and money!” I have gone 
through this thought process so many 
times myself that I have created a check-
list of things to consider before I even 
take my shovel out of the garage. This list 
is intended to save both time and money. 

Planning
Do all your planning before you begin 

to dig. Once the soil structure is disturbed, 
it is difficult to recreate the stability of 
that soil. If settling occurs under edgings, 
waterfalls and streams, big problems may 
await you in the future. In areas where soil 
has been brought in to bring up the grade, 
it will need to be compacted well. If this 
cannot be done satisfactorily, or if the soil 

is very sandy and not stable, a concrete 
footing may need to be installed. 

Also think about what might 
have been buried as trash in 

the area of the future 
pond. Quality under-
layment is a must for 
all ponds, especially in 
this type of situation. 

Also, is some sort 
of permit needed? Are 

there any under-
ground utilities in the 
area where you plan 

to dig? Be mindful of all water, telephone, 
electric, cable, gas, sewer or septic lines. In 
most areas, there is local contact number 
to help locate many of these utilities. For 
homeowner-installed utilities (septic fields 
or electric service in the landscape that was 
installed by a contracted electrician), you 
will need to hire someone to locate these.

Also bear in mind any potential safety 
issues. Will children have access to the 
pond? Is fencing necessary? What about 
liability insurance? Are there any potential 
hazards that should be avoided? A large 
population of deer, raccoons or other crit-
ters in the area could lead to issues later on.

Siting
Where will the pond be located on 

the site? Consider the view, sun exposure 
and trees. Contrary to what you may 
think, do not build in a low spot unless 
you make provisions to divert runoff 
during heavy rains. 

What about access to water and elec-
tricity? The cost of providing power 
close to the water feature will need to be 
calculated. For a water source, well water 
is OK. City water that has been dechlori-
nated is OK. Even rainwater (off the roof, 
for example) is OK, but do not use sump-
pump water or water from a nearby creek 
or lake. This type of water can contain 
high levels of nutrients that can create 
conditions for an algae bloom. Fish para-
sites can be in this water also. Also, too 
much rainwater flowing in all at once 
from a roof can completely flush out a 
pond. A 10-to-20-percent addition is OK, 
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but make provisions to divert roof water 
away from the pond during heavy rains. 

Along those lines, where will water 
drain when the pond is emptied or over-
flows? Will this create a problem for you 
or a neighbor?

Designing
What is the design style of the present 

landscaping — formal or informal? 
Would a symmetrical (formal) or irreg-
ular (informal) pond shape look better? 
It is important in most small landscapes 
to match the style of the pond to the 
existing style of the landscaping. Make 
a drawing to scale, and then lay out the 
outline of the pond in the yard with a 
garden hose or something similar. Look 
at it for a few days. Watch how the sun 
hits it at different times of the day and 
look at it from different locations in the 
yard and house.

What about water plants and fish? 
The answer to this question affects many 
of the other considerations, like poten-
tial predator issues, filtration and depth. 
The beauty of blooming waterlilies and 
the excitement of watching fish can far 
outweigh the extra effort of adding these 
elements, which create more of an active 
ecosystem. 

What type of edging will reflect your 
garden style? I’ve written about edges 
here before. Your edge design may 
incorporate ways to keep grass clip-
pings and other yard debris out of the 
water. For example, if wood chips are to 
be used close to the edge of the pond, 

choose the heavier types, as they are less 
likely to blow into the water. Consider 
the width and depth of in-pond ledges. 
A minimum 18-inch width should 
be used. (If space allows, 24 inches is 
better.) A depth of 12 inches for the 
in-pond ledge is standard for all ponds. 

The shape of the pond should be 
simple and open. Overly fussy or 
complicated designs tend to create prob-
lems. The entry point for pond mainte-
nance needs to be planned out. In those 

areas, I would incorporate flat stones on 
the edge with no more than 12 inches of 
depth. In larger ponds, at least two entry 
areas should be included in the design. 

Building
What materials will you use to build 

the pond? Consider all the pros and cons 
of whatever you are using — concrete, 
PVC, EPDM, fiberglass or even a 
preformed pond.

Could water from heavy rains, 
sprinkler systems or runoff from lawns 
contaminate the pond? The pond’s 
edge should be a minimum of 2 to 4 
inches above grade depending on your 
landscape. This small rise will divert 
surface runoff from entering the pond. 
Remember, it could need a steeper rise 
in grade depending on the landscape. 
A river can develop even in a flat land-
scape during a 5-to-10-inch rain. Fish, 
liner and plants can be washed out, and 
organic matter of all sorts can be washed 
in. Bog gardens will normally work fine 
in low spots.

What about filtration? Mechanical 
prefilters, biological, chemical, phyto 
(plant), UV and settling chambers are all 
types to think about. Take into account 
the number and types of fish in the pond. 

We outlined the future pond (top left) with a hose and then looked at it from different points of view to see how the sun hit it. Aquatic plants need a lot of sun 
to bloom. It is easy to move the hose to adjust for a better design and view. Most places (top right) have a local number for locating buried utilities. Water 
lines were located here before digging started. This smaller waterfall (bottom right) may be a more affordable expense. (The more water pumped, the more 
electricity used.) Once the outline of the pond was finalized (bottom left), we spray painted it right before we started digging ensure a higher level of accuracy. 
Want aquatic plants (middle left)? Your answer will ultimately determine the depth and size for the final design. If children will have access to the pond, will fencing be necessary? Some communities may require it. Also check to see if a permit is needed.  

Dragonflies are part of an active ecosystem.
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Would a bottom drain be a good choice?
As you consider depth of the pond, 

make sure you know how shallow the 
water table is.

The pressure from groundwater can 
cause liner to lift and bubble. A hydro-
static drain can be installed to drain the 
groundwater away if needed.

In terms of depth, generally, bigger is 

better. A larger pond's temperatures and 
chemical makeup are more stable. Build 
as large a pond as space, budget and time 
will allow. (Most people wish they had 
built a bigger pond after the fact.) Recall 
that maintenance sometimes requires 
getting into the pond. Considering the 
height of chest waders or hip waders is 
important when the water is cold and 

swimming is not an option. 
A minimum depth of 18 to 30 inches 

is needed to overwinter hardy waterlilies 
in areas where icing can occur. A deeper 
depth is needed for larger fish like koi. 
You can still have points in the pond that 
are shallow enough for access, but make 
sure you still have a deeper depth in the 
center of the pond to accommodate the 

large fish. 
If you want a waterfall or 

some type of moving water, 
it’s especially important to 
plan ahead. For each 100 
gallons per hour pumped 
down a waterfall, the flow 
will be approximately ½ inch 
deep and 1 inch wide, or ¼ 
inch deep and 2 inches wide. 
If neighbors are close by, 
consider their reaction to the 
sound of a waterfall. A gentle 
waterfall most everybody 
would welcome; however, 
some may consider a tall, 
large-volume waterfall just a 
bunch of noise. 

Do you need to add a 
timer on the waterfall to 
shut it off at night? While 
this saves electricity, your 
biological filter and the 
aeration may be negatively 
affected by turning off the 
water pump. Using two 
pumps with one turned off 
at night with a timer works 
great on water gardens 
and fishponds. Timers are 
especially useful on water 
features that are not asso-
ciated with a water garden. 
The stream depth and design 

should be mapped out so 
that there is a deep-enough 
water retention pocket to 
contain the stonework and 
water. If the pocket is not 
deep enough, leaks will be 
probable. This pocket is 
located under the feature 
and acts as a bib to ensure 
that all the water is returned 
to the pond. 

Consider With 
Caution

Don’t listen to those who 
say it’s so simple to build a 
pond. “All you have to do is 
dig a hole, lay down flexible 
liner and pile rocks on top 
of it, right?” 

In reality, the consider-
ations of planning, siting, 
designing and finally 
constructing the project as 
a whole need to be worked 
out before you even ponder 
driving a shovel into the soil. 
The extra time you take to 
follow these considerations 
could save you disappoint-
ment, time and money. 
The reward? Many years of 
enjoyment! a

Your one stop solution for clear, healthy water
 and Great Profits

Our line of upper end filtration products is
designed to give your customers clear,

healthy water while using a minimal
amount of electricity.

You’ll love the profits that can be 
generated with our line of products.

Grand Champion Technologies
GC Tek

302 S. Sandy Lane
Chandler, Okla. 74834

866-712-7007   405-258-5551   Fax 866-728-0678
www.gctek.com  info@gctek.com 

The very popular subject of adding water features to a garden 
is one to which Jamie Beyer brings a lot of knowledge and 
enthusiasm. Jamie is a Lifetime Master Gardener and is founder and 

past president of the Central Iowa Water Garden 
Association. He combines this experience with his 
master's degree in fish and wildlife biology to become 
uniquely qualified to be one of the Midwest's foremost 
experts on the subject. His broad background of 
fisheries, dynamics of water, wildlife ecology and 
horticulture gives him impressive credentials.

 Jamie frequently speaks and writes on all aspects 
of water features and water gardening. In addition, 

he also has a water garden, foundain and pond consulting-installation 
business, Midwest Waterscapes, through which he provides services 
to people who want extra help with building a waterscape. He has 
considerable experience installing ponds, diagnosing water garden 
problems, teaching classes and helping do-it-yourselfers do it correctly.

About the Author

1 Hp CasCade 5000
Floating Pond Fountain Aerator

100 ft Power Cord • Light • Timer • EZ Installation!

$ave Thousands!
“Pump Performance Like No Other”

Long Life • Low Heat • 2 Year Warranty   
Continuous Duty • Virtually Silent • Pays for Itself

$869.95

$1,194.95

UltraFalls 12,000  
Super Efficiency Low-Head Centrifugal Water Pump

12,000 gallon/hour Max Flow – just 2.3 amps! 

Perfect for Waterfalls

www.fishpondaerator.com
Fish people since 1955

 (608) 254-2735 • Call 7 days/week • Fast UPS Shipping!

Fishpondaerators ad_2-2021.indd   1Fishpondaerators ad_2-2021.indd   1 2/10/21   4:55 PM2/10/21   4:55 PM

This pond (left) was built in a low area of the landscape without a rise in the edge to divert the water from flowing into the pond. Mulch, soil and all kinds 
of other containments were washed into the pond. A large waterfall (right) with multiple drops will be beautiful, but also consider the amount of sound it 
can create. The noise could be so high that it may be difficult to have a conversation in its vicinity. 

KC Water Garden Society  
Turtle Crawl Summer Tour

Muliti-day format - FIVE Separate 
Saturdays in July and August 

www.kcwatergardens.com
Over 40 homes! For more info call: 

816 305-5963

Up to 12 sites/water features each tour  
which concludes with a vendor-sponsored  
night party. Online tickets available on May 1st.
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Rock Placement

by Tim Wood, 
Aquatic Edge

I had an epiphany in August 2014. I was a fledgling pond 
builder, having started Aquatic Edge in 2010. Those 
first few years were spent splitting my time between my 

new venture and working full-time for a local landscaping 
company. I had been dabbling in pond work for a couple of 
seasons without any prior experience with higher-quality 
custom koi ponds. Up to this point, I was extremely lucky 
to have avoided some of the common pitfalls of a new pond 
builder, like overextending finances or getting in over one’s 
head on a complicated project.

Digging Deeper
I felt like there was more to this pond thing, though. 

I needed to learn more, so I did some online searching. 
During this timeframe (2010 to 2013), there weren’t many 
pond contractors producing consumable internet content, 
but I came across two good ones in Mike Gannon (Full 
Service Aquatics) and Eric Triplett (The Pond Digger). The 
video content they were graciously sharing with the world 
provided me with some very beneficial information and 
direction during these early years of my career.

In 2014, I met another local pond builder who intro-

Rock-it  
Science

Take your pond building  
to the next level

Rock variability and placement are some of the key 
components of a successful pond installation.
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www.zeiglerfeed.com
info@zeiglerfeed.com
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717-677-6826 fax
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SCIENTIFICALLY 
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duced me to his distributor, Paul. 
Shortly thereafter, Paul graciously 
invited me to that summer’s 
Pondemonium conference put on 
by Aquascape. It was during the bus-
driven pond tour that I had the most 
significant epiphany of my pond-
building career.

During that bus tour, I saw a 
plethora of ponds and waterfalls in 
residential backyards of all sizes and 
budgets, and all were so much nicer 
than anything I had ever seen in my 
local area. I took pictures, videos and 
mental and written notes. It was diffi-
cult to comprehend at first — I mean, 
it was immediately obvious that these 
features looked better than any others 
I had ever seen. But what took me 
some time to decipher was, why did 
they look better?

When I returned home later that 
week, I studied my photos, videos and 
notes and soon came to the conclu-
sion that I was after. The major differ-
ence was indeed the rock selection and 
placement. If, like I was, you are trying 
to take the next step in creating more 
artistic water features, you should try 
this method. It worked for me!

Your Own “Eureka!” 
Moment

Find a photo of a pond or water-
fall that appeals to you and was built 
by someone you look up to artistically 
in this industry. Next, put a photo of 
one of your ponds next to it and start 
studying the differences. 

Chances are, you will notice many of 
the same things that I did if you focus 
long enough. The rock joints are differ-
ent. The size variability is different. 
There are more purposeful angles and 
sight lines throughout the feature. The 
way the waterline touches the rocks, 
the way they are staggered behind each 
other to eliminate stacked lines — it’s 
all different. So many simple differ-
ences can add up to an overarching 
significance that culminates into your 
own “Eureka!” moment.

You see, building a pond isn’t just 
about stacking rocks together so they 

“fit.” Artistically, they need to blend, 
or even nestle together if you want to 
achieve the ultimate naturalistic look.

Rock Placement 101
Use a blend of sizes, but don’t just 

think about small rocks and large 
rocks. You'll want to have a wide range 
of sizes — mini, small, medium, large, 
extra-large and XXL. A wider vari-
ability in sizes will allow you to nestle 
the rocks together in a more natural 
arrangement.

Speaking of nestling, always do your 
best to hide the bottoms of your rocks. 

Staggering rocks behind rocks always 
looks better than stacking rocks on top 
of rocks. I make it a point to hide as 
many bottom seams as humanly possi-
ble when placing rocks in our features.

Next, let’s talk numbers — not in 
terms of dollars, but in terms of rock 
quantities. 

Can I Have Too Many 
Rocks?

Of course, you can! There’s a simple 
reason why this trap exists for us pond 
builders. Rocks are the building blocks 
of what we do. We practically have to 

Find a photo of a pond 
or waterfall that appeals 
to you and was built by 
someone you look up to 
artistically in this industry. 
Next, put a photo of one 
of your ponds next to it 
and start studying the 
differences.

Small, chute-style falls (left) are a great complement to larger sheet falls within the same installation. With enough water flow (right) and proper rock place-
ment, you can create a multi-layered waterfall that spreads the water over a larger area.

This freshly built pondless waterfall (left) utilizes rocks between 20 and 500 pounds with low sight lines and an abundance of shallow pooling zones to look 
natural and attract birds. Small rocks nestled among large boulders (right) help naturalize the setting and direct water flow for aesthetics.
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Bassinger Fisheries
Koi & Goldfish Farm

Healthiest Koi and Goldfish 
in the USA!

     ● 100% Ulcer Free Farm
     ● 100% Virus Free Farm
     ●  No New Fish Introduced in 17 years

100% Satisfaction Guarantee

Rated Best All Around  
American Koi 

by International Koi Judge
     ● Brilliant Colors
     ● Stunning Patterns
     ●  Great Selection of Different Koi  
      and Butterfly Koi

www.BassingerKoiFarm.com
817-366-1746

325-728-4237 Fax
thekoiman@sbcglobal.net

New Customer Special!

(on first $500 order)

One of two locations

Visit our new website at:

50%off

Ponds become critical lifelines for 
wildlife when watering holes dry up or 
freeze over.
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use rocks in many areas of 
our projects. Building verti-
cal walls and pond edges, 
rocking in waterfalls — it’s 
all a necessity. 

Now, consider some of 
the other things that rocks 
are good for — anchoring 
slopes, holding down and 
hiding liner, hiding filtra-
tion system components, 
creating steps and pathways, 
combatting erosion, etc. 
It’s easy to see why a water 
feature can get “rocky” 
pretty quickly. If you feel 
you have too many rocks 
within and around your 
pond project, find some 
areas where you can replace 
multiple smaller rocks with 
one larger rock. More often 
than not, this will work 
quite well. Also consider 
that a group of three rocks 
nestled together usually 

looks better than a group 
of seven or more rocks 
jumbled together within the 
same-sized footprint.

Can I Have Too Few 
Rocks?

Absolutely! Have you ever 
heard of the pearl-necklace 
effect around ponds? It’s like 
the cardinal sin of artistic pond 
building — a ring of similarly 
sized rocks placed around 
the perimeter of a pond or a 
soldier course of rocks outlin-
ing a stream, for example. All 
are placed with no sense of 
character or beauty — they 
just sit there in their straight 
line without offering any posi-
tive aesthetic value. 

If you find yourself faced 
with this issue — and don’t 
worry, we’ve all been there in 
the beginning — try removing 

many of the necklace rocks and replac-
ing them with rocks of varying size. 
Then, throw in some larger outcrop-
ping rocks with a few small plants to 
help blend the surrounding area.

There’s a beautiful, perfect, gray 
area between “too many” rocks and 
“not enough” rocks. Once you find 
and get into that zone, stay in it and 
never leave! a

If you feel you have too many rocks 
within and around your pond project, 
find some areas where you can 
replace multiple smaller rocks with 
one larger rock.

Layering rocks (as opposed to stacking them) on a steep slope can be 
challenging. It's worth the effort, though!

These shoreline boul-
ders (above) were 
selected for their low-
profile, chunky char-
acteristics. They are 
flat and sturdy enough 
to stand on, but they 
also add some angular 
appeal. Plants (left) 
should be used to 
accentuate your rock 
work (but not hide it 
entirely). 

Tim Wood started Aquatic Edge in 2010 and has more than 20 years 
of experience in the pond industry. Tim and his team are Master 
Certified Aquascape Contractors; 2016, 2017 and 2021 Water 
Artisans of the Year award recipients; and 2020 Aquascape 
Inc. Artist of the Year. Aquatic Edge is a full-service water garden 
design, repair and installation company located in the Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania area that specializes in creating ecosystem-style 
ponds and water features that are low maintenance and naturally 

inspired. In his spare time, Tim enjoys coaching youth sports, fishing and spending 
quality time with his wife and two children.

About the Author
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A Pond's Landing Pad
Native plants increase pollinator 

and wildlife diversity

Wildlife Diversity
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by John Mark Courtney  
& Victoria Holderer 
Kind Earth Growers

Nothing quite compares to the tran-
quility of sitting next to a pond 
with a hot cup of coffee at sunrise. 

Listening, you can hear some groggy frogs 
croaking their last calls of a long night and 
a cheery good-morning whistle from a male 
cardinal perched in a shrub along the pond 
shore, getting ready to begin his seed foraging 
for the day. As the sun rises higher in the sky, a 

growing chorus of birdsongs fill the air, chatty 
and chirpy, getting excited for their morning 
meal. A group of barn swallows begin their 
swooping acrobatics, skimming the water 
surface and picking off the tiniest of insects as 
they soar around like small fighter jets. 

A pond habitat with diverse, flower-
ing native plants, berry-bearing trees and 
shrubs and a meandering shoreline with 
shallow pockets can attract a vast array 
of insects, amphibians and birds. They all 
come to forage, bathe or take cover by the 
water. Whether a garden or waterscape is 

1.800.788.8547 • www.netherlandbulb.com • contactus@netherlandbulb.com

Whether you have a retail store or do installations exclusively, we have solutions for both. From 
pre-planned assortments to customizable solutions, we can help take the guess work out of 
assembling a healthy balanced mix. Contact us for a catalog or to schedule a salesman visit.

Grown in our state of the art nursery in 
southern New Jersey.
We have an extensive selection of plants 
ready to plant or market.
• Marginals
• Water Lilies
• Lotus
• Floaters & Oxygenators
• Combination Planters

For more information & 
informative videos.

Ironweed displays a  
flat-top flower that is  

visited by numerous tiger 
swallowtails throughout  

late summer.
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old or new, adding a water 
feature to it is sure to attract 
wildlife. Accentuating a wet 
area of a property by exca-
vating a vernal pool or small 
pond can provide a perfect 
habitat for salamanders, frogs 
and moisture-loving perenni-
als. These pools create a home 
for many micro and macro-
invertebrates like dragon-
flies and tadpoles. Pollinators 
and butterflies come by the 
hundreds to find nectar and 
are followed by birds hunting 
for a seed and caterpillars to 
feast on. 

The key to attracting all 
this wildlife lies with the quan-
tity and quality of host plants 
available in these locations. 
By choosing to plant with a 
diverse palette of native plants, 
you are using species that have 
adapted through the millennia 
to attract a wide array of polli-
nators, songbirds and wildlife 
to this site.

Host Plants
Host plants are plants that 

an organism lives on and 
off. The best example of this 
is milkweed (Asclepias) and 
the monarch butterfly. The 
milkweed is the only plant 
the monarch butterfly will 
lay its eggs on for its emerg-
ing caterpillars to feed on. It 
also provides much-needed 
nectar for the adult monarch, 
hummingbird clearwing moth 
and the red admiral butterfly. 

In planting these native host 
plants in and around your 
pond and water feature, you 
are creating a habitat for moth 
and butterfly caterpillars, 
which in turn is providing food 
to attract songbirds. 

Host plant flowers come in 
many shapes, and each shape 
attracts different organisms. 
Tubular flowers like cardi-
nal flower (Lobelia cardina-
lis) and bee balm (Monarda 
didyma) attract humming-
birds. Wide, flat-pad-shaped 
flowers like milkweed, gold-
enrod (Solidago) and Joe Pye 
weed (Eutrochium fistulosum) 
provide great landing pads for 
butterflies and bumblebees to 
sip nectar and gather pollen. 
Including a wide variety of 
shapes and sizes will ensure 
greater diversity. 

Plant Diversity
To begin creating a biodi-

verse habitat for winged visi-
tors, start by adding a diverse 
plant palette of native species 
and host plants. A higher 
diversity of plant species equals 
a higher variety of animal life 
due to the variety of nectar 
and food. Introducing locally 
native species to a pond or 
wetland garden will attract 
many types of pollinators and 
birds to your garden. This is 
because these native plants 
provide an essential food 
source. 

From where I am writing 

By choosing to plant with a diverse palette 
of native plants, you are using species 
that have adapted through the millennia 
to attract a wide array of pollinators, 
songbirds and wildlife.

Bee balm (top) tolerates light moisture and attracts endless hum-
mingbirds with its tubular red flowers. A clearwing moth (bottom) 
hovers like a hummingbird to sip nectar from rose milkweed (Ascle-
pias incarnata).

Pondemonium returns as a LIVE, IN-PERSON event in 2022!

REGISTER TODAY
and take advantage of early bird registration!

To register or for more information about Pondemonium and the Q Center,

VISIT PONDEMONIUM.COM TODAY!

AUGUST 27-30, 2022

Now more than ever, the landscape industry is flooded with a demand for ponds, waterfalls, and fountains. Plenty of contractors 
are already booked with installations for the remainder of 2022 and even into 2023!

Are you and your business ready to handle this fast-moving, profitable trend of water features? Join us at Pondemonium, held 
at the beautiful Q Center in St. Charles, IL, and learn how to take advantage of this unprecedented opportunity.

• Learn from the leading experts in the water feature industry

• Attend hands-on training for the latest construction techniques

• Market your business better in today’s digital world

• Network with seasoned, successful professionals
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in southeastern Pennsylvania, mois-
ture-loving native plants like cardi-
nal flower, rose milkweed (Asclepias 
incarnata) and narrow-leaf mountain 
mint (Pycanthemum tenuifolium) are 
all fantastic options that can provide 
abundant food for pollinators and 
birds. Cardinal flower, with its bright-
red tubular flowers, is a favorite of the 
ruby-throated hummingbird. Aquatic 
species like arrow arum (Peltandra virgi-
nica) provide abundant seeds in the late 
summer that ducks can’t resist. Broadleaf 
arrowhead (Sagittaria latifolia), with its 
starchy tubers, or “duck potatoes,” are 
known favorites for ducks in the long 
winter months and early spring. 

Shrubs and small fruiting trees are 
also essential in supporting and attract-
ing wildlife. Moisture-loving shrubs 
like red chokeberry (Aronia arbutifo-
lia) produce clusters of red berries that 
are a critical late-winter food source for 
birds. Button bush (Cephalanthus occi-
dentalis), with its white fragrant flowers, 
is a favored nectar source for butter-
flies and native bees. Its hard seeds are 
persistent through early winter, provid-
ing high-quality fat to birds in the cold 
months. Adding canopy and shelter to 
the pond shore will also help attract 
certain bird species like yellow warblers, 
cedar waxwings and bluebirds. 

The Naturalistic Drift
When designing and constructing a 

pond or wetland garden, it is important 
to keep the design as naturally inspired 
as possible. Natural ponds are gently 
sloping, sometimes open-shore habitats. 
Instead of lining the entirety of a pond 
with boulders, keep sections of it open 
so that different types of wildlife are 
able to access this resource. Some birds 

Diversity of color (left) and flower form attracts 
numerous pollinators, moths and butterflies. 
This is also the key to attracting songbirds. The 
more insects, the more food is present for our 
singing winged friends. Hummingbirds (right) 
are attracted to long, tubular red flowers. They 
insert their long beaks into the flower in search 
of nectar.

While there are multiple elements that make up a pond, one of 
the most foundational is the pump. After all, it’s essential for the 
health of your fish and overall pond performance. Nitto Kohki LA 
Series blowers provide unparalleled performance for koi pond 
and water garden applications. This is why they’re the 
professional choice:

They last longer, especially in hot, humid climates.
Nitto Kohki aerators have one moving part per piston. Properly 
installed and maintained, they have an expected service life 
of 6+ years.

They run quieter, supporting the natural design of ponds.
Listened to a diaphragm pump lately? In contrast, linear-piston 
LA aerators have about as much ambient noise as a light ballast.

Their cost-of-ownership is lower.
LA Series blowers consume far less energy— have only 50-60% 
of the line current requirements of diaphragm pumps.

Nitto Kohki aerators better leverage filtration capability, increase the 
fish handling capability of existing ponds, and minimize the risk to 
valuable koi collections. They’re the ideal selection when building 
a new pond – as well as when you’re looking to add quality and 
reliability to your existing pond.

Call 800 843 6336, e-mail info@NittoKohki.com, or visit 
NittoKohki.com for more on LA Series blowers.

A PUMP THAT PUTS 
YOUR POND AT A 
HIGHER LEVEL

While there are multiple elements that make up a pond, one of 
the most foundational is the pump. After all, it’s essential for the 
health of your fish and overall pond performance. Nitto Kohki LA 
Series blowers provide unparalleled performance for koi pond 
and water garden applications. This is why they’re the 
professional choice:

They last longer, especially in hot, humid climates.
Nitto Kohki aerators have one moving part per piston. Properly 
installed and maintained, they have an expected service life 
of 6+ years.

They run quieter, supporting the natural design of ponds.
Listened to a diaphragm pump lately? In contrast, linear-piston 
LA aerators have about as much ambient noise as a light ballast.

Their cost-of-ownership is lower.
LA Series blowers consume far less energy— have only 50-60% 
of the line current requirements of diaphragm pumps.

Nitto Kohki aerators better leverage filtration capability, increase the 
fish handling capability of existing ponds, and minimize the risk to 
valuable koi collections. They’re the ideal selection when building 
a new pond – as well as when you’re looking to add quality and 
reliability to your existing pond.

Call 800 843 6336, e-mail info@NittoKohki.com, or visit 
NittoKohki.com for more on LA Series blowers.

A PUMP THAT PUTS 
YOUR POND AT A 
HIGHER LEVEL

Open water in winter (left) is very important for thirsty bluebirds. A small birdbath heater can be used in a pond’s shallow shoreline to provide a wa-
tering hole for a gang of birds. Buttonbush (right) is an attractive large shrub that thrives at the water’s edge. Its fragrant cluster of white flowers is 
sought after by honeybees, bumblebees and many species of butterflies.
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www.ShinMaywaSales.com

Widest Operating Range 
Highest Overall Efficiency 
Lowest Lifetime Cost
ShinMaywa pumps deliver best in class performance for your 
water garden project. Visit www.Shinmaywasales.com and 
see how.
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like the mallard duck and 
the northern pintail prefer 
shallow water with an adja-
cently exposed mudflat area 
for entering and exiting easily. 

Many species have prefer-
ences for different depths of 
water. Bees and butterflies 
require shallow pools with 
gently sloped edges so they 
can get a drink of water. 

Great blue herons require 
at least 8 inches of water to 
wade and hunt. On average, 
a variety of depths ranging 
from 1 to 8 inches up to 2 to 
5 feet provide an optimum 
variety of habitat suitable for 
all species.

A garden that welcomes, 
feeds and provides cover 
to winged friends is a 

Easy installation!
Simply set the float on top of the motor, 
hand-tighten the 3 thumb bolts and 
you’re ready to go! 
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BEAUTIFUL BY DAY

EVEN BETTER AT NIGHT

Powered by an energy-efficient 
asynchronous mag drive pump
Six super bright, cool white LED 
lights embedded in the float
Spray pattern: 2.5' tall x 6' dia.
Float Diameter: 15"
Minimum required pond depth: 18"
Minimum recommended
   pond diameter: 18’

kelly billing
design |supply |consulting
443.504.2345
nelumbo22@gmail.com

changing the way Water Becomes a Garden

www.waterbecomesagarden.com

garden with movement and song. 
Incorporating more diversity in and 
around ponds and water features is 
the best way to ensure that pollina-
tors and birds will be attracted to the 
garden year after year. This buzz of 
activity will draw out even the most 
disinterested client, creating a new 
interest and passion. 

Getting people outside is the goal. 
Once they’re outside, the possibili-
ties are endless. a

About the Authors
John Mark Courtney is an avid 

plantsman, professional grower and lover 
of all things wild. He is the founder and 
owner of Kind Earth Growers, a native 

plant nursery 
specializing 
in aquatic, 
wetland and 
upland peren-
nials in Upper 
Bucks County, 

Pennsylvania. After completing his bach-
elor’s degree in environmental design at 
Delaware Valley University, he pursued his 
passion for native plants and environmental 
stewardship. His career has included posi-
tions at Bowmans Hill Wildflower Preserve 
and Aquascapes Unlimited Inc., where 
he was the head grower and operations 
manager for 20 years.

Victoria Holderer is an ecologist, 
horticulturist and avid hiker. She graduated 
from Temple University with a bachelor’s 

degree in horti-
culture. She 
currently works 
at Kind Earth 
Growers as a 
plant propagator 
and community 

outreach leader. Previously, she worked at 
Indigenous Ingenuities LLC as the mainte-
nance crew leader, leading environmentally 
friendly garden maintenance, meadow 
installation and ecological restoration 
projects. She assists with wildlife rehabilita-
tion at the Aark Wildlife Education and 
Rehabilitation Center. She is also an active 
member of the Lehigh Valley Chapter of the 
Pennsylvania Native Plant Society.

Young monarch caterpillars (left) feed only on milkweed, its essential 
host plant. Native host plants (right) like Joe Pye weed (Eutrochium 
fistulosum) provide a flat pad for butterflies and native bees to land and 
gather nectar and pollen. Sometimes these creatures will take a break 
from foraging and rest atop the cloud of flowers.



SOLUTIONS30 Mil 100' rolls
in 6', 12', 18', 24'
and 30' widths

Custom fabricated 
30 Mil panels up to 

25,000 sq ft

Boxed, pre-cut liner
in 7 sizes

Wind-Powered Pond Aeration

•  Modern engineering with a classic look

•    Aerate up to a 2 acre pond with no electricity 
nearby. Windmills can sit up to 1000’ away from 
the pond’s edge.

•   Complete 12’, 16’ and 20’ windmill kits available

•   Saves $30-$50/month in electric costs vs. 
electrical aeration systems, paying for 
themselves in a few short years.

•   Five year limited warranty

A quality PVC  lining alternative
to hard-to-get EPDM liner

Three ways
to order

EASYPRO.COM
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www.easypro.com
info@easypro.com

800-448-3873

Innovation,   Quality, Experience

EASYPRO.COM

Let our decades
of experience
help you sell
your next
project!
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For the Back Nine or the Back Forty!For the Back Nine or the Back Forty!H2O’h Yeah!

Safe for
fish,

family
and

animals!

Quality pond products at an excellent price! 
Pumps and filters sold separately
or as complete pond filtration kits.

Eco-Clear Filters  Great dual filtration. 
Available in three sizes, each with a UV 
option available. Perfect for ponds up to 3900 
gallons.
Eco-Clear Pumps  
Submersible mag drive pumps 
offer maximum power AND 
energy efficiency. Five sizes 
available to power pond filters 
or water features.

Eco-Clear Pumps and Filters

The Clear Choice

Kits available in 11", 23" or 35" widths with 
multiple lighting options.

All kits are complete
& include compressor,

airline, self-sinking 
diffusers and
check valves.

    •  Single outlet for ponds up to 1000 
gallons

    •  Dual outlet for ponds up to 2000 
gallons

    •  Quad outlet for ponds up to 3500 
gallons

• Helps to create a healthy 
environment for fish

• Use in winter as a de-icer
• Quiet, energy efficient air 

compressors
• Two year limited warranty
• Three kit sizes available

Ensure adequate 
oxygen and 
water circulation 
for your pond

Adjustable air flowon allmodels

Need Liner? We’ve Got You Covered!

Let Mother Nature aerate your pond

Everything you need to build a
beautiful waterfall in one box.
Complete kits include spillway 
basin, pump and fittings.



Beyond  
the Pond

Hardscaping & landscaping 
add bang for the buck

Whole Package

by Brian Fitzsimmons, 
Fitz’s Fish Ponds

In today’s world, pond and koi enthusiasts don’t just 
want a home for their fish. They want a full showcase. 

When integrating hardscaping around the pond, the 
whole backyard is brought to life. Stonework and landscap-
ing not only complement the pond aesthetically, but they 
also add more functionality to the space. We have been able 
to diversify the services we provide by integrating pond 
construction, hardscaping and landscaping for clients all 
over the Northeastern United States.

As owner of Fitz’s Fish Ponds, I always try to envision 
the future of the company. While I have focused on build-
ing a business that creates amazing outdoor environmental 
experiences, I knew I needed someone with experience and 
expertise in hardscaping to help me expand in this way. In 
2017, I reached out to Judd Mandell to lead the Landscaping 
Division for our company. With more than 30 years of expe-
rience, Mandell brings a vast knowledge of landscape design 
and construction to our team. His specialties range from 
rock walkways and patios with expert drainage to beautiful 
outdoor kitchens. In every case, the additions complement 
the water features we build. With Mandell as a leader, every 
aspect of his job is taken care of with great detail and preci-
sion to ensure the final product is exactly what the home-
owners are looking for. 

Here are a few of our projects with varying designs that 

This project took great efforts from both our pond construction team 
and our landscape and design team. The cohesive nature of the stone-
work that flows through the yard from the pond into the hardscape is 
elegant and inviting.
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went ‘beyond the pond,’ as 
we showcased our crafts-
manship in not only pond 

construction and design, 
but also hardscaping to 
create unique outdoor living 
spaces. 

Formal Design
An order for a formal, 

dedicated koi pond took us 
out to Fort Lee, New Jersey, 
where our hardscaping team 
had an incredible opportu-
nity to showcase our sleek 
stonework. We designed and 

constructed a formal pond 
with a grand fountain filtra-
tion house as well as a match-

ing outdoor kitchen. The 
homeowner’s sole request 
was to showcase their koi fish 
without distraction. This koi 
enthusiast has some large, 
high-quality koi that are 
truly beautiful in nature and 
deserve lots of attention.

Due to the massive amount 
of filtration it takes to keep 
this pond crystal clear, a 
decorative filtration house 
was designed that utilizes 

a stone veneer. Columns 
and crisp waterfall spillways 
were added to enhance the 
elegance of the structure. A 
built-in, above-ground quar-
antine tank was also included 
to make this stunning design 
extremely functional. To 
outline the perimeter of the 
pond, a retaining wall was 
built utilizing capstones to add 
seating areas around the entire 
pond. The hardscaping that 
surrounds the pond trans-
forms the look and feel of the 
space and shows a depth to the 
type of work we can produce 
at Fitz’s Fish Ponds.

There’s only one thing left 
to complete a backyard with 
a pond like this — coupling 
it with a full outdoor kitchen 
and bar. In order to fulfill 
the desires of this home-
owner, it was imperative to 
match the stone veneer used 
in the creation of the filtra-
tion house and retaining wall 
with the stone utilized in the 
construction of the kitchen. 
The outdoor kitchen features 
two grills, two refrigerators 
and a custom brick pizza 
oven. A raised bar with addi-
tional seating and granite 

countertops that match the 
style of the home and stone 
veneer were added to finalize 
this charming outdoor living 
and entertainment space.

Natural Design
On another project, our 

team was presented with essen-
tially a blank slate that origi-
nally had some onsite water 
concerns. We were charged 
with building a koi pond, 
beautifying its surroundings 
and constructing a pergola 
that would highlight a unique 
fire bowl. 

This project set out to 
bring the natural earthly 
elements of the environment 
into a pondscape. Mandell 
led the effort to design a 
landscape that created cohe-
siveness between the pre-
existing landscape and the 
new construction by inno-
vatively using flagstones, 
cobblestones and river stones 
throughout the project. A 
path was created from the 
existing patio to the new patio 
that surrounds the koi pond 
using large, 2-inch-thick 
flagstones dug into the lawn 
with a gravel foundation. To 

HydraPro™ MR11

MarinerPro

UNDERWATER LIGHT

POND L IGHT

CALL: 813.978.3900
VISIT: amplighting.com

• Durable Brass Construction

• Easy Installation

• Commercial Grade LEDs

• Lifetime Warranty

• UL & cUL Listed

BECOME AN
                  PRO

TODAY!

connect the spaces, the 
new patio included care-
fully arranged flagstones, 
and the gaps were filled 
with river stone locked 
with polymeric sand. 

The koi pond featured 
a dual waterfall that was 
integrated with the pre-
existing slope of the land-
scape. By integrating the 
waterfall into the existing 
slope, multiple outdoor 
living spaces were natu-
rally created through the 
use of boulders as sitting 
walls. In order to lead 
from the patio up to the 
decorative gravel over-
look and allow access to 
the pond bridge stones, 
freeform, large, natural 
stone-slab steps with 
spaced-out gravel land-
ings between them were 
incorporated. Finally, 
decorative natural-rock 
edging was utilized to 
enhance the separation 
between the patio and 
pond.

We designed and 
constructed a 12-by-15-
foot custom-built, live-
edge wood pergola with 

four concrete footers and 
braces on top to enclose 
the flagstone patio and 
boulder sitting wall 
underneath. The patio 
was assembled using 
more tightly compacted 
flagstones with custom 
½-inch joints, which 
helped us capture an 
aesthetic that highlighted 
the natural elements of 
this space. We included 
additional boulders 
behind the back portion 
of the firepit to create a 
retaining wall that would 
also double as another 
sitting wall. 

To highlight the entire 
area, a Belgium block 
border set in a concrete 
footer outlined the 
perimeter of the entire 
patio and allowed it to 
stand out in the lawn.

Landscaping and 
lighting that matched the 
aesthetic of the pergola 
and firepit were used to 
polish off this natural 
space. Topsoil, fertilizer, 
hardwood mulch and 
pine straw were used to 
ground the landscape in 

its natural environment, 
while Joe Pye weed and 
cardinal flower were used 
to add pops of color to 
the landscape. The plant-
ing bed was enlarged, 
and the plantings along 
the property line were 
upgraded, including 
two tall arborvitae trees 
to provide additional 
privacy. Thirteen low-
voltage LED lights were 
embedded throughout 
the space to highlight 
the pergola and illumi-
nate the steps and plants 
surrounding the pond. 
The specific lights used 
matched the aesthetic of 
both the pergola and the 
firepit, bringing this oasis 
to its completion. 

Blended Design
In an example of 

formal-meets-natural, 
we pioneered a major 
transformation for 
a spectacular formal 
entrance at a home in 
Kinnelon, New Jersey. 
The front door entryway 
of the home is extremely 
unique in that a bridge 
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This true showcase of our natu-
ral stonework displays what 
it feels and looks like to bring 
nature into a backyard to create 
an inviting and functional social 
space. The pre-existing slope 
of the yard was utilized to cre-
ate a stairway around the back 
of the pond.  A combination of 
flagstones, cobblestones and 
boulders was used to make 
these steps feel as though they 
naturally existed. The space is 
tied together with a seating area 
underneath the pergola that 
features a unique fire bowl. This 
design display demonstrates 
how natural elements can 
enhance a space, making it se-
rene, beautiful and practical.

The cohesiveness of the hardscaping throughout the entire space is evident in 
this aerial view. The quarantine tank, patio and outdoor kitchen play off each 
other, creating an inviting social space that highlights this formal pond.
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travels over a fishless pond in 
the front yard, which serves as 
a sort of moat. Windows with 
small balconies open to view 
the front-yard water feature. 

The homeowner’s request 
was to integrate the pre-exist-
ing trees into the pond design, 
incorporate relaxing sounds 
of running water and keep 
the pond water clear. In addi-
tion, the homeowner wished 
to have a waterfall view from 
multiple angles of the home. 
Therefore, due to the specifics 
of this design, Tim Bock, our 
pond construction manager, 
collaborated with Mandell to 
use digital software to draft 
the design and layout.

Our main focus was utiliz-
ing the hardscaping to blend 
the formal elements of the 
home’s exterior while working 
with the natural elements of 
the pond and water feature. 
One of the design elements 
of the home that contributes 
to its elegance is the detail of 
the iron railings on the bridge 
and balconies. Our team 
always considers these details 

when designing a landscape, 
and here we focused on the 
hardscapes as a way to fuse 
both the formal and the 
natural style of the space. 

The retaining wall was 
built using a natural stone 
veneer with sporadic boul-
ders and irregular flagstone 
coping. We wanted to be 
sure the hardscaping work 
complemented the natural 
water feature, so the same 
boulders that were used in the 
waterfall were also incorpo-
rated into the retaining wall.

The homeowner’s No. 1 
request was to make this land-
scape something they could 
enjoy from multiple angles. 
So, in every spot we could find 
to put water, we added water. 
Although each view from 
the home allows access to a 
waterfall view, each viewpoint 
provides a slightly different 
experience. The view from the 
bridge highlights the back-
side stream, while the view 
from the balcony windows 
highlights the entire pond 
and double-waterfall feature. 

The view from the driveway 
and garages offers an entirely 
different perspective, high-
lighting the pre-existing 
trees as well as the front side 
stream. Large boulders were 
used throughout in order to 
channel the water in between 
and create multiple spills that 
connect both the front and 
back streams. We used the 
natural elevation of the prop-
erty to embed streams and 
focus on the different sounds 
it would create. The running 
water highlighted in this 
feature immediately instills a 
calming essence to the home, 
giving it a true feeling of 
retreat. 

In order to construct the 
water features, we needed 
to fiberglass the inside of 
the pond, especially since 
it is adjacent to the home. 
We painted the pond with 
a UV-resistant gel coat and 
connected the new water 
feature with the pre-exist-
ing plumbing and filtration 
systems.

When filling this fish-

less pond, the homeowner 
requested that we use chlo-
rine to ensure no algae would 
grow, maintaining a clean, 
finished look at all times. 

To finalize the space, 
grasses, shrubs, perennials and 
trees were carefully located 
to soften the rock work and 
beautify the surrounding 
water feature. LED lights were 
also installed to illuminate the 
spills, rock work and streams 
so that the feature could be 
enjoyed in the evenings as 
well. 

This project not only 
blends the natural elements 
of the environment with the 
formal entrance of the home, 
but it also blends the exterior 
with the interior, as the home-
owner can enjoy the expe-
rience of this water feature 
throughout their home.

More Than Just 
Water

Whether formal, natural 
or a blend of both, these 
projects encapsulate how we 
at Fitz’s Fish Ponds are able 

to use hardscaping and landscaping to 
enhance our water features. Our teams 
work together to customize functional 
and beautiful backyard landscapes 
based on each client's desires. We are 
proud to work on large-scale water 
features and hardscaping projects 
throughout the United States. a

Brian Fitzsimmons built his first 
pond at age 13 in his parents' backyard 

while they were away on 
vacation. In 2008, he 
started Fitz's Fish Ponds 
and has been growing the 
company ever since. He has 
a retail store and multiple 
crews building and servic-
ing water features daily. 

They design, build and service ponds, 
waterfalls and all other water features. 
The crew is experienced, educated 
and, most importantly, creative. Brian 
believes no two ponds or water features 
should be the same, and no idea is too 
farfetched. By working closely with their 
clients and listening to their needs, they 
aim to create a finished product beyond 
all expectations.  
www.fitzfishponds.com

About the Author

Integration of the boulders within the retaining wall, landscaping and water features brings natural elements into the home's formal entrance.



MADE IN
THE USAFRESH NEW LOOK!

SAME TOP QUALITY PRODUCTS!

We are very excited to announce that our re-branding of our Microbe-Lift/Pond, Birdbaths & Fountain Products is complete. We started two 
years ago with the Re-Brand of our Microbe-Lift/Legacy Koi & Goldfish food and haven’t stopped since!

After almost two decades of having the #1 requested brand name of Pond and Water Gardens products it was time for a FRESH NEW LOOK!

This project is over 2 years in the making from conceptualizing to finalizing the artwork for all of our products in each of their sizes. The new 
look will modernize our footprint for all Microbe-Lift customers. The best technology in the business now has the best look in the business!

Ecological Laboratories, Inc. Actual Lab

Providing Aquatic Solutions Since 1976

www.MicrobeLift.com

Microbe-Lift Products are now Enforced by Our MAP Policy!
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Language of Koi

In Living Color

by Mark Gibson, 
Green Thumb Water Garden Center

Koi, or nishikigoi, are known as 
living jewels. In Japanese, koi 
means love or affection. What 

makes them so special? Koi are smart 
fish with brilliant colors, body confirma-
tion and personality. They can be fed out 
of your hand. They are so mesmerizing 
that people keep coming back to check 
on them. Feeding them is easy. Caring for 

them is easier. Loving them is easiest.
Nishikigoi were originally used as a 

way to consistently feed the people in the 
Niigata region of Japan over winter. The 
black koi, or magoi, was the primary color 
until a vibrantly colored koi was born 
and then bred. These beautiful fish were 
noticed, appreciated and ultimately bred 
to enhance the color and design of the koi 
we appreciate today.

Koi of a Different Color
In Japan, there are reliable breeding 

pairs of fish that, when bred, produce a 
known type of fish. Unfortunately, there 
are always strays that don’t give the 
desired color combinations. That is why 
the better breeders constantly scrutinize 
each fish during each stage of growth, 
starting with the smallest. Many well-
known Japanese breeders have told me 
they would rather have a few great-qual-
ity fish as opposed to having many 
lower-quality fish with so-so color 
saturation or body confirmation.

Genetics and water quality can 
cause variations in the koi colors. 
Variations in minerals from one 
breeder site to another can also 
affect the colors and markings of the koi. 
We recently received a shipment of beau-
tiful fish from a farm with much softer 
water than we have. Because of this, these 
koi have changed their markings up to 
five times over three years. 

Our hard water contains calcium and 
magnesium, which make gray colors satu-
rate and render deeper black colors, fading 
out the rice-white color. Conversely, if the 
water is run through a reverse-osmosis 
filter to take out the calcium and magne-
sium, the blacks can go gray, with the 
white turning more rice-white.

Why do some koi change colors?

We recently received a shipment 
of beautiful fish from a farm with 
much softer water than we have. 
Because of this, these koi have 
changed their markings up to 
five times over three years. 
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A brief introduction  
to the color and patterns of koi

Kohaku white with

Take the basic 
color koi

black fish red fish white fish

Is the fish black 
or white?

Add a pattern 
Matsuba or 
pinecone

black fish white fish

Most popular - Gosanke
Mix of Kohaku, Sanke  

and Showa

Showa 
black fish 
with red 

and white

Sanke 
white fish 
with red 

and black

Utsuri  
black fish 
with white

Bekko 
white fish 
with black

Koi Color Wheel
If you’re looking for certain color 

and pattern combinations, it is better to 
purchase fish that are more than three 
years old. There can ultimately be more 
than 200 different color combinations. 
The base colors start from black, white, 
yellow, orange and red. Convert these 
colors to the koi name, and you get 
magoi for black, utsuri for white, ki for 
yellow, and hi for orange or red. 

Combine these colors to get many 
different color descriptors that define 
the fish. For example, a shiro utsuri is 
a white and black fish. A hi utsuri is 

orange or red fish with black markings. 
A ki utsuri is a yellow fish with black 
markings. 

Combine three colors and get even 
more definitions. A sanke fish has 
black, red and white, where the black is 
located above the midline. A showa is 
a black, red and white fish with black 
markings below the midline. 

The Test of Time
There are indications that some 

koi have lived as long as 241 years; 
the average lifespan is approximately 
60 years. There are several factors that 

make up how long a fish can live. The 
primary indicator is water quality. 
Cleaner water with a higher oxidative 
reduction potential (ORP) will keep 
fish alive longer than water that has a 
low or negative ORP. However, many 
koi live decades with muddy water 
that has less-than-ideal water quality 
parameters. External factors such as 
parasites and bacteria infestations can 
always take their toll on a population, 
along with birds of prey such as herons.

As koi age, you can keep their colors 
vibrant by feeding them better-quality 
fish food with high protein, which is 

• Shiro = white
• Hi = orange or red
• Ki = yellow
• Matsuba = pinecone or net pattern
• Ogon = solid color
• Bekko = black markings on solid background
• Utsuri = black background with solid markings

There are indications that some koi have lived 
as long as 241 years; the average lifespan is 
approximately 60 years. There are several 
factors that make up how long a fish can live. 
The primary indicator is water quality.
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Mark Gibson is a lifelong 
horticulturist. After he realized 

that chopping 
cotton was 
not the life he 
wanted, he 
went to college 
and earned 
a degree 
in computer 
science. He 
has been active 
in the retail 
garden space 
since 1974, 

when his family purchased a small 
garden center with the Green 
Thumb moniker. In 1995, he 
started a retail division devoted to 
ponds, fish and water plants. He 
is an enthusiastic gardener who, 
along with his sister, owns and 
operates Arkansas’ only exclusive 
water garden center. They have a 
combined 80 years of retail, horti-
cultural and aquatic experience.

About the Author

most beneficial to keeping the fish 
healthy. 

We also add to their diet a variety 
of fruits and vegetables all year 
long. Koi are much like humans in 
that they like certain foods and not 
others. Common fruits we feed our 
fish include oranges, green peas, 
watermelon, limes, better grades of 
lettuce and any fresh fruit or vege-
table in season. Better grades of fish 
food are generally small, brown, 
round pieces. The ingredients 
should not have a preponderance 
of flour as their main ingredient, 
but rather higher concentrations of 
fish meal.

Koi are easy to grow, easy to 
care for and relaxing to watch. 
Their value increases over time with 
their size and color. Keeping them 
healthy with good food and pristine 
water conditions will keep them 
alive and vibrant for many years to 
come. a

ULTRA BALANCE 
PREMIUM KOI FOOD

Available in Growth & Maintenance 
formulas 

Helps koi achieve their ideal health, 
growth, and energy levels

Nutritionally balanced with amino 
acids, vitamins, minerals, and natural 
color enhancers

For More Information: Please Contact Your Distributor or 
Our Manufacturer’s Sales Representative: Sandy @ 951-212-7719

www.koifood.com @ultrabalancekoifood
Made In USA

Manufactured by
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Collaboration Nation

Teamwork  
Makes the Dream Work
‘Collaboration Nation’ leads recreational pond build

by Brian Hoagland, 
Hoaglandscape, Inc.

When my wife Christie and I decided we 
would stay in our existing home for the 
rest of our lives, we had an architect 

design a massive renovation. Drawing up the plan 
took a year. It took two more years to wipe out the 
debt necessary to initiate action.

Today, our home serves as my company’s show-
room. Hoaglandscape headquarters is something 
of a water dreamland. In the front yard, we have 
two 40-foot pondless waterfalls and a set of spillway 
bowls. In the backyard, we have a set of three scal-
loped urns manufactured by Aquascape. For years 
we had a small ecosystem pond as well. Taking 

prospective clients here has led to many sales.

First Thing’s First
After we decided to renovate, I knew one thing 

had to happen first: I wanted a recreational or swim 
pond. There would be no way to stage the 90 tons of 
boulders it would require after the renovation. The 
pond simply had to come first.

As a Master Certified Aquascape Contractor 
(CAC), I have had the privilege of meeting some of 
the finest water feature artists in the world. While 
I had participated in a huge swim pond build with 
some other CACs three years prior, I knew I would 
need some guidance and help in my own renova-
tion endeavor.

The walls of the 44-by-14-foot pond were constructed within just two days.

A 12-by-10-foot traditional Japanese tea 
house sits in a corner of the pond. The 

deck overlay provides a hiding  
spot for koi.



51POND Trade Magazine May/June 202250 POND Trade Magazine pondtrademag.com

OOuurr  KKooii  CCaarree  FFaacciilliittyy  WWoorrkkss!!  
Hands Down Healthiest Koi 

*ZERO health issues since 2018 

*Year round availability of  

* Beautiful fish that sell fast 

 retail ready fish 

Here’s The Proof:  

Your  best  source  for  wholesale  koi  and goldfish ! 
  www.kloubeckoi.com 

Enter #collaborationnation
“Collaboration Nation came from 

partnering with other YouTube vloggers 
to get more views and subscriptions,” 
said Greg Wittstock, CEO of Aquascape 
Inc. “Then we started applying it to 
our CACs’ efforts when they worked 
together.”

“Greg Wittstock, The Pond Guy,” 
his YouTube channel, has showcased 
this concept to its more than 222,000 
subscribers.

I wanted to use this strategy to get 
some of the best artists in the world to 
help me with my project. I reached out to 
two I had in mind, but their talents had 
them busy on other projects with other 
contractors. 

I had worked a week with Aquascape’s 
construction team the previous year, so I 
contacted Brian Helfrich, Vice President 
of Aquascape Construction, for permis-
sion to contact one of his employees. 
He was fine with it, but the guy I had in 
mind was busy and about to enjoy his 

passion during the offseason — hunting.
“Well, I’d ask you, but I know you 

can’t,” I said to Helfrich.
“Why do you say that?” he replied.
“I know you’re too busy,” I said.
“Well, I have some vacation coming 

up,” Helfrich said. 

Pond Time Off (PTO)
So, it all boiled down to simple luck. 

Helfrich does not usually work for other 
contractors, but because he had vacation 
time he would otherwise not use, he was 
available.

He and Jorge Castellanos of California 
Aqua Pros each helped design my pond. 
Helfrich arrived the first week in January 
to help. On the day before the build 
was to begin, I expressed my interest 
in a Japanese tea house. Brian liked the 
idea and showed me a picture of a tall 
“bridal veil” fall next to a tea house from 
a collection of photos he had pinned on 
Pinterest. 

“That’s what I want!” I said.

Coming Together
We dug the 44-by-14-by-4-foot 

pond in two days. Thirteen dump trucks 
hauled some 80 tons of soil off the prop-
erty. More helped arrived when David 
Blocksom, owner of Pondscapes of 
Charlotte, volunteered for a day. He is 

very talented on an excavator 
and was crucial in the installment 
of a huge sitting boulder on the 
edge of the pond. His son Bradley 
helped on another day. I even had 
my old foreman drop by to help.

Within four days, the pond 
was entirely rocked in, with an 
intake bay installed. We marked 
out two waterfall streams to take 
advantage of the topography’s 
7 ½-foot drop. Helfrich added 
a sunken patio to the design. I 
hired subcontractors to build 
three flagstone patios. While my 
crew worked on edges, Helfrich 
and I got to work on the water-
falls.

Working with Helfrich was 
easy. He is great at rock place-
ment, but he didn’t just take 
over. He asked for my input 

and what I wanted, giving me 
room to create as well. While he 
worked on a bottom waterfall, 
I worked on one above it. The 
tips I picked up from him were 
invaluable.

Helfrich left after eight days. 
The entire pond and four water-
fall steps were completed in 
that timeframe. My crew and I 
were left with constructing the 
wetland filtration and remainder 
of the waterfall streams.

Finishing Touches
The wetland consisted of 16 

large AquaBlox. We made it 
the start of our left stream as a 
small 14-inch deep “pond.” We 
measured and installed liner, but 
the weather became inclement. 
We slogged through thick red 

Brian Helfrich (top, left) operates the excavator and agrees that “Hoaglandscape 
rocks!” A Japanese path light (top, right) adorns the tea house deck while the right-
side stream is illuminated with LED lights. Hoagland and Helfrich (bottom) get ready 
to place a large boulder into the pond.

The crew picks out a boulder and is ready to 
get it strapped for installation.
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mud, and the work slowed to a 
crawl. We kept pushing through 
the process, but this forced us to 
go out and perform some pond 
cleanouts to generate cash flow 
for the business. Finally, at the 
end of February, most of the 
project was completed. 

A total of 13 waterfalls high-
light 40 feet of streams. Many 

plants were added — several of 
Japanese origin to complete our 
Asian theme.

If Helfrich had not been able 
to help me, even with my 13 years 
of aquatic-construction experi-
ence, the job would have taken at 
least an additional month. 

Indeed, Collaboration Nation 
had worked its magic! a

About the Author
Brian Hoagland, founder 

of Hoaglandscapes Inc., earned 
a public relations degree from 
Appalachian State University in 
1985. He and his wife, Christie, 
often travel to see the school’s foot-
ball team. In 2012, Hoagland was 
awarded an Aquascape “Top Frog” 
Award for his business practices. 

He loves working and networking with his peers on projects. While at 
home, he can usually be found waterside with his wife and two dogs 
“living the pond life.”

Hoagland and Helfrich worked on the right stream’s waterfalls, 
utilizing stunning weathered limestone covered in moss for an 
ultimately natural look.

62824 250th St, Litchfield, MN 55355

(320)693-8370       (800) 328-7659
www.polytankco.com

When you need tanks
call the experts 
at Polytank
- Numerous shapes and sizes
- In stock and custom molded
- Economical and self supporting



We support your business with 
very competitive pricing and a 

large variety of equipment from 
multiple brands. Most orders ship 

the same or next business day.

WHOLESALE PRICING 
AND SERVICE

Our customer service 
representatives are always 

happy to help with any technical 
assistance and are able to 

provide professional advice on 
products, design & construction. 

We also offer pond training & 
certification classes.

EDUCATION

We house over $1,000,000 of 
inventory from over forty top 

manufacturers in our warehouse. 
We handle most warranty issues 

for you, no need to contact the 
manufacturer. 

HUGE INVENTORY

(866) 219-3561
WWW.PONDLINERWHOLESALE.COM

WE SH IP  EVERYTH ING BUT  THE  WATER

YOU BUILD 
TRANQUILITY
WE PROVIDE YOU THE  
SUPPLIES TO CREATE  IT
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WGE Recap

How YOU Doin'?
Industry ‘Friends’ gather for seminars, exhibits & networking

by Lora Lee Gelles, 
POND Trade magazine

The Water Garden Expo in Shawnee, 
Oklahoma was back in full swing this 
year. After an overall industry event 

halt due to the COVID-19 pandemic, it sure 
was great to see old and new faces again. You 
don't realize how much you crave human 
interaction until you don't have it! 

When it comes to gathering with folks in 
the pond industry, you know you're going 
to have a good time. The event kicked off 
on March 2, 2022, with hands-on contrac-
tor training. Everyone had their own choice 
of interacting with OASE, Evolution Aqua, 
Atlantic and Firestone.

The trade show kicked into full gear on 
March 3. There were seven sessions with 
multiple speakers between Thursday and 
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Friday. Some of the 
speakers in attendance 
included Erick Santana, 
Max Taylor, Jason 
Foust, Frayne McAtee, 
Brian Fitzsimmons, Jim 
Chubb, Laura Reale and 
Dave Duensing! 

In addition to the 
great lectures, there 
were lots of vendors on 
hand at the trade show. 
It was a good way to 
learn about new prod-
ucts and have a good 
discusstion with repre-
sentatives across the 
industry. POND Trade 
had our own booth, and 
it was so nice to chat 
with many of you!

Another wonder-
ful thing about Water 
Garden Expo is all the 
networking that goes 
down. The large group of 
tables were not just for 
meals. There were some 
great conversations 
going on, with people 
sharing pond success 
stories (and a few night-
mares, too). It was really 
fun to pick each other's 
brains and learn from 
our experiences. 

Patio Ponds Ltd

Great Opportunity!
Business for Sale

Building America’s Best Pond Filters since 1987

● 70,000+ satisfied customers 
● View all 14 models at:
   www.patioponds.com/pdfs/catalog.pdf 
● Made with pride in the USA 
● Complete listing at www.patioponds.com 
● Business can be operated from anywhere 
● No physical contact needed  
● Interested persons email  
   patiopondsltd@aol.com



Beautifully simple water gardening

© 2022 by Rolf C. Hagen Inc. Laguna is a registered trademark of Rolf C. Hagen Inc. 

To learn more, contact our Dealer Support Team at 800-353-3444  
or email us at newcustomers@rchagen.com
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On March 4, it was time to 
announce the annual Water Artisans 
of the Year award winners. It was 
my honor to be there in person 
to announce them, and it's always 
extra special when the winners are 
there, too. This year, the victors in 
attendance included Erick Santana 
"The Pond Pirate" of Bellas Aquatic 
Gardens and Shane Hemphill and 
Heath Webb from Art of the Yard. 

As the expo came to a close, Lloyd 
"The Pond Monster" Lightsey posthu-
mously awarded Joe Adams' widow 
with the Monster Award. Last but 
not least, there was a nice sendoff for 
Mike Miller, a longtime employee 
of Pondliner and all around good 
guy. Wishing you all the best in your 
retirement, Mike!

Hope to see even more of you there 
next year. It's a great place to be! a



EXPERIENCE IT!
THE LARGEST HANDS-ON  
HARDSCAPE EVENT IN THE U.S.

THOUSANDS 
of hardscape & 

landscape products

INTERACTIVE 
exhibits – 20+ acres 
outside and in the 
Hardscape House

LIVE DEMOS 
to up your 

installation game

TECH TOOLS 
to make you  

more efficient

NETWORKING 
opportunities to meet 
your peers and learn  

from experts

FUN 
nightlife + concert 
by Trace Adkins

Scan here 
for details:

Register 
Today!

Louisville, KY
OCTOBER 19–21, 2022

www.HardscapeNA.com 61POND Trade Magazine May/June 2022

To see full press releases and additional news items, visit 
www.pondtrademag.com/category/trade-news Trade News

St. Louis 2022 Pond-O-Rama Tour
The St. Louis Water Garden Society (SLWGS) is celebrating 32 

years as a society sharing information about fish, ponds and gardens. 
This year is the Society's 22nd annual water garden and pond tour, the 
2022 Pond-O-Rama, and will be held Saturday, June 25 and Sunday, 
June 26 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day. It will feature private gardens 
owned and maintained by society 
members. Tickets covering both 
days of the tour are $15 each (ages 
18 and older) and will be available at 
local retail shops and garden centers 
throughout the metropolitan area 
and on our website. 

The gardens are located 
throughout the St. Louis 
metropolitan area. This self-guided 
tour is arranged each day by 
geographic location. Last year, the 
water features were "over the top," as 
many of our members were new to 
Pond-O-Rama and excited to share 
their new ponds and waterfalls.

Regardless of size, all our 
members love to share their ideas and projects with the visitors who 
come to their gardens each year. There is so much to learn from 

each of our hosts about their gardens, water plants, 
koi fish, goldfish, design, water features and 

landscaping. Many members are master 
gardeners, and many water gardens have 
been featured in St. Louis Homes and 
Lifestyles magazine, in addition to other 
local publications.

This event is the only time many of 
our over 200 St. Louis Water Garden 

Society members open their gardens to 
the public as a group. In addition to having 

water features, most of our hosts are avid 
gardeners who maintain beautiful landscapes filled 

with perennials, annuals and shrubs. Our hosts will be available and 
delighted to share information and answer questions about their 
gardens, water features, fish and beautiful plants. If you are thinking 
of adding water to your own garden, or you simply want to enjoy 
the beautiful landscapes and a weekend filled with beauty, this is the 
tour for you!

This event provides funds for the SLWGS to continue their civic 
project to plant and maintain the reflecting pools at the Jewel Box 
in Forest Park. For 32 years, society members have worked each 
Saturday at the ponds from May to October to keep lily ponds 
looking beautiful.

For more information, or to purchase tickets, visit one of the many 
retailers and garden centers in the St. Louis area, or visit our website 
(www.slwgs.org) in May 2022.

Marvin Siderius Featured on "Holmes Family Rescue"
Canadian pond builder Martin Siderius, owner of WaterScapes by 

Bloom 'N' Dales, and his client, Frank Cozzolino, were featured in 
a recent episode of HGTV's "Holmes Family Rescue" starring Mike 
Holmes. 

The 12-episode series follows Holmes as he teams up with his 
son and daughter to rescue clients who are struggling with botched 

construction jobs. The Holmes 
family works with specialty 
contractors like Siderius on 
a variety of construction and 
safety issues, including warped 
ceilings and floors, dangerous 

electrical and plumbing, extensive water damage — and yes, even 
dysfunctional pondless water features.

“I’m so fortunate to have built a team with my son Michael, 
who can build anything, and my daughter Sherry, who is very 
passionate about helping people and has a great eye for design," 
Holmes stated in a press release.

In one episode, Siderius collaborates with the Holmes family 
to upgrade and rehabilitate Cozzolino's pondless feature.

"The team Mike Holmes and his children assembled made the 
whole experience seemingly effortless," Siderius said. "And our 
team of Brandon James and Ivan Garcia Escobar did an amazing 
job working together to create this challenging feature!" "

Siderius added that he is both excited and nervous to see how the 
"big reveal" is shown on television.

Check it out for yourself! Holmes Family Rescue currently airs 
Saturdays at 8 p.m. on HGTV, and all episodes are available for 
streaming anytime on the HGTV GO app.
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KC Water Garden Society Presents the  
"Turtle Crawl Water Garden Tour"

The 29th annual Greater Kansas City Water 
Garden Society tour will continue with the 
successful multi-day format of five separate 
Saturdays in proximity during  July and August 

2022. Our “Turtle Crawl Water Garden Tour” will 
highlight different locations around the metropolitan 

area. As we celebrate the art of nature, we will continue to 
host artists during the day at each site and will conclude with a local 
business-sponsored evening garden party.  

The Turtle Crawl Water Garden Tour is a laid back, go-at-your- 
own-speed kind of tour. Each water garden has a unique feel, 
sometimes dictated by the style and era of the home, lay of the land 
or the homeowner's dreams. You may see formal symmetry, a relaxed 
flavor or a rustic and charming cottage flair. At each turn, you will 
find a surprise, whether it be a garden train traveling over a rushing 
stream, chickens and ducks calling your name, a museum-quality 
statuary and everything in between. Full-sun backyards with riotous, 
noisy colors of lilies and lotus or dappled shade gardens with ferns, 
hostas and mosses whispering their secrets can be found on all five 
Saturdays. 

This event is the society's only fundraiser to build ponds for 
schools and other nonprofits. To date, we have built and sustained 
over 60 water features. Plan to attend 50-plus water features this 
summer. Eventbrite will begin selling $10 tickets May 1, 2022, and 
tour books and tickets will be available at area garden centers starting 
June 1. 

Children younger than 14 years of age may attend free of charge. 
The tour dates are July 9, July 23, Aug. 6, Aug. 20 and Aug. 27.  Tour 
one or all five for the same price. It’s sure to be turtley awesome!

New Atlantic Aura Vases
Atlantic’s beautiful new Aura vases complement any 

landscape, hardscape or poolscape with the timeless beauty 
of brass. In three sizes and two styles, the hand-hammered 
solid brass vases feature an attractive acid-washed patina 

unique to each. Standpipes at the 
top of both overflowing and 
spillway styles create a bubbling-
fountain effect and stabilize 
optional Atlantic Ring Lights for 
an illuminated torch effect after 
dark. The light cords pass invisibly 
through one of the dual 1-1/2 inch 
inlets using Atlantic’s Cord Seal 
Fitting. Aura vases are designed to 

install on Atlantic Fountain Basins 
or Eco-Rise Systems with minimal 

time and effort (and maximum profit).

Atlantic-OASE
330/274-8317

www.atlantic-oase.com 

EasyPro Expands the Popular EXP Pump Series
The EXP Series are all-in-one external pumps that are self-

priming and air-cooled with rugged, energy-efficient, weatherproof, 
long-lasting motors. A large, built-in basket-type filter protects the 
motor from debris damage. They are now available in 3,200 gph 
and 5,000 gph low-head models and a 6,000 gph high-head model. 
To request your full-color catalog, or for more information about 
EasyPro products, call 800-448-3873 or visit www.easypro.com.

BREAKING NEWS: Celebrity Sighting!
According to industry reports, the real Kermit the Frog has been found in a pond 

in Pennsylvania. Tim Wood of Aquatic Edge reports that he was discovered during 
a spring cleanout. Kermit is healthy and happy, as you can see in the photo above!

Low-Profile Underwater Lighting for  
Water Features

No matter the size of your water feature, 
underwater lighting is a game-changer! 
Highlighting key smaller water features can 
be a difficult task due to shallow water or 
limited space. The new AMP MarinerPro LED 
Underwater Pond Light is the solution, with its 
compact design that makes it ideal for smaller 
fountains and small ponds. Plus, it is fish safe!

The AMP MarinerPro LED Underwater 
Pond Light’s low-profile fixture makes it ideal 
for shallow water (3 inches or more) found in 
middle or upper levels of smaller fountains 
and small ponds. The design of this miniature 
underwater LED light is for fast and easy 
installation. Non-skid rubber pads prevent 
the fixture from moving and allow for easy 
installation (no tools or drilling required). 

The underwater light has an adjustable 
fixture for precise aiming and features a built-in 
integrated LED with a 100-lumen output and 
2700 K warm white color temperature. Using 
LED technology, this underwater light uses 
less energy and produces less heat, which 
saves you money over time. Additionally, the 
minimal heat emission makes it safe for fish 
and other organisms sensitive to heat within 
water features.

The construction of the fixture's housing 
is solid brass, with an antique bronze 
finish for longevity and beauty. The AMP 
MarinerPro LED Underwater Pond Light is 
safe, low-voltage and backed by a hassle-free 
lifetime warranty. For more information, visit 
www.amplighting.com.

Mark Your Calendar for the Your Pond Farm Expo in October
Your Pond Farm has announced their 2022 trade show dates: Wednesday, 

Oct. 19 and Thursday, Oct. 20, 2022. Your Pond Farm will be revealing more 
about what to expect during the upcoming pond season. There will be giveaways 
and so much more! Do not miss this educational event!

RSVP today by calling 877/412-FARM (3276).
For more information, visit www.yourpondfarm.com
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For sparkling clear Koi pond water.
 treats 100,000 gallons

Aquacide.com/kit
800-328-9350

PO Box 10748 DEPT 720, White Bear Lake, MN 55110-0748AQUACIDE CO.

Koi-Kit

FREE
SHIPPING!

Our
66th
year

w w w . k l o u b e c k o i . c o m   
(319) 846.2077 

Family owned & operated, 
3 generations of award winning  

excellence in aquaculture 
 
 

WE TURN YOUR DATABASE INTO DOLLARS

215.805.8257

NEED MARKETING HELP?
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Extend your national visibility -  
advertise in

PONDTRADE
TMTM

Call Lora Lee Gelles 708/873-1921
or llgelles@pondtrademag.com

Don’t miss out on this 
Market Place advertising opportunity. 

See our website:  
http://www.pondtrademag.com/advertise-with-us/

64 pondtrademag.comPOND Trade Magazine 

Trade News

Contact us for a price list

www.kodamakoifarm.com

1-808-354-7031     info@kodamakoifarm.com

May/June 2022

Registration Opens Soon for Hardscape North America

Hardscape North America (HNA) is set to bring new 
products, technology, interactive exhibits and education to 
the Kentucky Exposition Center Oct. 19-21, 2022. HNA, 
when combined with the co-located Equip Exposition, is the 
largest hardscape and landscape trade show in North America. 
Registration opens in May 2022 at www.hardscapena.com. 

With opportunities to shop and test-drive the newest 
products, learn installation techniques and collect business-
building tips, attendees can customize their experience. Popular 
features include:

• Hardscape House and Outdoor Demonstration Area 
where attendees can learn from live demos, watch the Installer 
Championships and get behind the controls of equipment;

• The opening keynote, which will feature golf and 
television personality David Feherty;

• Free concerts, including country star Trace Adkins 
Thursday at Fourth Street Live;

• Conference sessions and installer courses that offer 
certification, business skills and marketing tools; and

• The Drone Zone, where attendees can test their ability on 
a flight simulator and then fly a drone with an expert trainer. 

New this year, the outdoor exhibits will open Wednesday 
at 12 p.m., giving attendees three days for testing equipment. 
A welcome reception at Louisville Slugger Field in Downtown 
Louisville will kick things off with food and fireworks Tuesday, 
Oct. 18 from 6:30-9 p.m.  

For information, call 888/580-9960 or visit  
www.hardscapena.com.
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FINAL THOUGHT...

Contact us today:
marketing@fitzfishponds.com

908-420-9908
fitzfishponds.com

Wholesale Japanese Koi

Available Sizes
- 15 Watt
- 25 Watt
- 30 Watt

 

-55 Watt
-110 Watt

Pure Pond products offer a unique combination of
bacteria and enzymes to clean up organic waste,

break down ammonia and nitrite, and start filters
quickly resulting in a CRYSTAL Clear Pond.

 Live bacteria gel
to start new
pond filters

Pure+ Filter Start Gel: 

Call to Book an Appointment

 

info@evolutionaquausa.com    evolutionaquausa.com   888-417-5837
 



welcome

Choose from 3 models of OASE 12 volt pumps for recreational ponds or  
anywhere low voltage is needed.

www.ATLANTIC-OASE.com

to the world of 12 VOLT

Aquarius Eco Expert AquaMax Eco ExpertAquaMax Eco Premium


